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Qc-The crowd of cungressional matter, which 

accuihulates as the session, approaches. its close, 
obliges us to omit much matter that we had laid off 
for insertion, and to abridge much of what is insert- 
ed. The adjournment will leave us space for many 
articles heretofore deferred. 


LovISIANA ELECTION. , We expected to have 
had full returns in time lor this day’s Register, but 
this, the 24th,is the fourth day since a. mail froin 
thence has reached Baltimore, Partial returns are 
noticed in the Chronicle page. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

THE STEAMER BRITISH QUEEN, arrived at N. 
York on the 18th, bringing London papers {to the 
ist July. She brougit 81 passengers. We have 
room only for a summary of the news which is 
twenty-six days later than our previous accounts. 
The Queen encountered strong head winds. the 
whole passage. Her passage from N. York out 
was made in 14 days 2 hours. 

THE BritTisH STEAMER Britanra, also arriv- 
ed at Boston on the 18th, having left Liverpool on 
the afternoonof the 4th July, reaching Halifax in 
twelve and Boston in fourteen days. She brings 
85 passengers, sixty of whom were for the United 
States. The hon. Samuel Cunard, ‘proprietor of 
the line, came in the Britania. 

The Britania was received at Boston in great 
style amidst a roar of artillery and was consorted 
by the steamboat Hope, with many passengers who 
went out to meet her. The Britania_ has three 
masts, is 23) feet long, 32 broad, and berths for 
124 cabin passengers. 

Looking over the various accounts by these ar- 
rivals, we may venture to say, that the aspect is 
rather more favorable to American interests, cotton, 
flour, and American securities. 

Major Eaton, late United States minister to Spain, 
came home in the Queen. 

Cotton, without advancing much in price, is in 
more demand, and begins to be taken on specula- 
tion since the news of the great freshet at the south, 
has reached England. The latest dates on this sub- 
ject, is inserted in our Chronicle page, under the 
title, cotton. 

The corn market had improved, on account of 
wet and cold weather, and less confidence was felt 
of the yield of the harvest. A:nerican duty paid 
floor 61. per bbl. dearer, and in demand. The 
stock of loaded flour in the kingdom on the 5th 
May, was 251,454 bbis. 

The bill authorising the importation of foreign 
flour into Ireland was rejected, 90 to 79. 

London, July 3: We bad high wind last night, 
and this moruing some heavy rain. The accounts 
from the country announce every where unsettled 
weather; and as at this period of the season storins 
are jikely to do more damage than at other times, 
our market, as might be expected, shows great 
firmness. [importers are less anxious to Sell, and 





} was heard to proceed from the right hand side, near 
the palings of the Green Park, exactly opposite to 
the back of the mansion of lady Gordon. 

The prince, who, it would seein had heard the 
whistling of the ball, turned his head in the direc- 
tion from which the report came,'and the. queen at 
the saine instant rose up in the carriage, but prince 
Albert as suddenly pulled her down by his side.— 
The man;thea drew from behind him a second pis- 
tol, which he discharged after the carriage, which, 
proceeding at:the ordinary pace, had by that time 
passed him a little. The reports of both pistols 


‘| were very loud, and at the discharge of the second, 


several of the female spectators screained loudly.— 


the outrage, and he was immediately seized, first by 
a person having the appearance of a laboring man, 
and then by Mr. Beckinan, one of: the queen’s 
pages, and another bystander, by whom he wa3 
handed over to two of tie metropolitan police, who 
conveyed him to the Queen Square police court.— 
The affair, of course, produced an intense excite- 
iment. 

The perpetrator proved to be Edward, Oxford, 
aged about seventeen years. On the 22d he was pat 
upon his. trial at the Central criminal court, when 
the indictment was read to him, and he pleaded not 
guilty. Thetrial was then set down for the 9th of 
July. Addresses congratulating the queen and her 
consort on their escape from assassination have 
been presented by the universities of Oxforc and 
Cambridge, by the Bank of England, and other pub- 
lic institutions, by several of the nobility, and most 
of the towns of the kingdom. : 

Attempts are made.iu the public prints to turn 
the attack upon the life of the queen to political ac- 
count. O’Connell, in a letter addressed to the peo- 
ple of Ireland, says: ‘““The murderous traitor was 
not the sole criminal; great as his guilt is, he was 
the agent of greater villains than hiimself.’* The 
most of those insinuations are aimed at the house 
of Hanover. The attempt to implicate them is 
preposterous. } iveity 

The ‘interesting situation” of queen Victoria 
appears tobe no longera question. ‘Lhe official 
Globe alludes to it witn becoming reverence, as an 
authenticated fact, in speaking of the attempt to 
shoot her majesty. 

At the latest dates, a great dispute was raging in 
the London papers on tne question whether there 
were or were not balls in the pistols which Oxiord 
fired at the queen. No bullets had been found. 
Oxford's great-grand-father wasa black, and served 
in the royal navy, His grand-father was a inulatto, 
and his father of course a quadroon. 

Courvoisier, the valet of lord William Russell, 
ws found guilty of his lordship’s murder, and al- 
terward made a full confession of the fact. 

Trade is depressed—A large meeting of mer- 
chants, manulactures and traders was held at. Bir- 
mingham, June 29,to consider the present depress- 
ed state of trade,and the means af remedyy 

The English manufacturers complain sadly of the 
few American orders sent for the coming season 

Accounts from Biriningham, say that to give any 
thing like a correct picture of the depressed state 
of trade in Birmingham, and its consequences, 
would be no.easy matier. The oldest, most exten- 
sive and respectable merchants, manufacturers and 
traders concur. in representing the present depres- 
sion as unprecedented in their experience. Ten 
thousand applications by working men and women, 
for free passages to Australia, have been made and 
refused, within the last two inonths, at one emigra- 
tion office in the town. Between twenty and thirty 
good houses and retail shops are untenanted in three 





consumers are more ready tobuy. [For prices.see 
Chronicle, item wheat]. 

Liverpool, June 29. American flour is Gd. per 
barrel dearer; about 7,000 brls, have changed hands, 
in bond, at 25s. 3d. to 263. per barrel. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Aliempt to assassinate the queen and prince Albert. 
On the 16th June, the queen and prince Albert left 
\ne palace in an open pheton, with outriders, for 
the purpose of taking an airing in Hyde Park, 
which has of late been their usual custom. Pro- 
Ceeding in the direction of Constitution Hill, they 
entered the road leading to it and Hyde Park corner. 
On the arrival of the pheton about one hundred 


and fifty yards up the road, the report of fire arms 
Vor. VIU—Sra. 21, 


of the principal streets, aud thousandcs of middle 
and small rented houses are unoccupied in every 
part.of the borough. 

The walls are literally covered daily with auction 
bills, and-a purchaser cau hardly be found for either 
leasehood or freehold property. The pawnbrokers, 
being completely stocked, refuse any except what 
are termed best pledges. ‘Lhousands of mechanics 
are living on half wages, thousands on quarter wa- 
ges, and numbers of creatures are sustained by 
means known only to the Almighty himself. Up- 
wards of 300 appiications were made to the Glou- 
cester railway company for situations as guards, 
&c. within the last month. The poor-rate is dou- 





bled, and numbers are leaving their houses to es- 


Several persons rushed towards the perpetrator of, 

















cape paying it. Allis gloomy and no one can see 
a prospect of improvement. 


Dublin, June 23. The greatest distress now pre- 
vails amongst the operatives of Dublin, especially 


‘in the Liberty. The streets are every day filled 


with these famishiog creatures. There wasa meet- 
ing at the Mansion house a few days back, to de- 
vise means for their relief. It was a heart render- 
ing sight to see the crowds of distressed objects 
anxiously gathered round the doorof the mayoralty, 
in the expectation of some immediate succor. 
Stock and money market. The disposition to- 
wards American s<curities is manifestly more fa- 


worable—several of the local banks have stopped, 


but without creating much alarm, as they were 
solvent. The Birminghatn branch of.the Commer- 
cial Bank of England, suspended on the 28th June. 
The Agricultural and Commercial bank of Ireland 
has also been forced to take measures for winding 
up. It shows the surplus assets to the ainount of 
£200,381, its liabilities being £281,831, and. its 
assets £482,221. The bank of Laugrhead, Ho, at 
Teignmouth, had stopped payment. 

‘The liabilities and assets of the Bank of England 
for the three months to the 23d instant, compared 
with the previous quarter, shows that the circula- 
tion has increased £54,000; the deposites have de- 
creased £104,000. Securities have decreased, 
£ 154,000, and the bullion has inereased £48,000. 
The sarplus or rest has decreased £56,000. The 
progress of the bank in augmenting their bullion is 
exceedingly slow, notwithstanding the. relatively 
small amount of their circulation,, There has been 
no increased’ demand for money. The. state of 
trade, throughout the country is so stagnant, as far 
as regards credit, that commercial bills are still on 
the decrease; and although there is also a progres- 
sive diminution of the bank circulation, it is fully 
adequate to all demands., . 

London, July 3. A general cheerlessness prevails 
in every department of the money market, and 
even the best railway shares have declined durin 
yesterday and the present day. The weather be- 
ing rainy and chilly, depresses. all speculative bu- 
siness. 

From the manufaeturing districts the accounts 
increase in gloom, and the country is in every re- 
spect in a worse condition within the last few days. 

FRANCE. 

The latest accounts from Algiers state that the 
French army, under marshal Vallee, had been se- 
verely handled by Abdel Kader. Their rear guard 
was cut to pieces, and all the crops in the neigh- 
borhood of Algiers were destroyed by fire. 

The misfortune took place on the southern side of 
the Cal. de Teniah, where the French had, after the 
capture of Medeah, to sustain a similar struggle, 
and where general Bertheneze, in 1831, sustained a 
severe defeat. 

It appears that marshal Vallee imagined that he 
had blocked up the army of the emir, but he unex- 
pectedily found several of the monntain passes in 
the hands of the enemy. In order to avoid fighting 
ata disadvantage, the marshal thought proper to 
change gronnd, and decamping iny the middle of 
the night, succeeded in withdrawing the bulk of his 
foree without alarming the Arab host. The rear 
guard, composed of 800 men, was not 3o lucky, and 
the moment it had cleared the summit of the Col, 
and had begun:to descend the fastnesses of the 
mountain in the direction of Medeah, it was assail- 
ed by a corps of 2,000 Arabs, who fell on it with 
equal audacity and fury. The Arabs and the French 
fought hand to hand, the bayonet proving a weak 
detence against the fierce stabs of the yatachan.— 
In vain the French soldiers tried'to form solid mass- 
es, and repulse by discipline the wild attacks of their 
assailants. 

The Arabs got between the files, overpowering 
and slaying every thing before them. The French 
valor at length prevailed, and the little corps was 
enabled to present a solid frontto its enemy. The 
Arabs attacked three times, but were each time re- 
pulsed. The French then got two mountain guns 
to act, which kept the foe at a more respectful dis- 
tance, and finally the reat guard joined the main 
body, after sustaining a loss of 149 dead and 300 
wounded; in fact, Balf its number. The marshal is 
severely censured for not coming to the relief of his 
rear guard, as the firing was heard distinctlyat his 
headquarters. He alleges, as an excuse that he had 
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taken every precaution against the Arabs, and that 
he supposed the firing proceeded not from any seri- 
ous attack, but from that useless love of display 
which is consequent on mountain warfare. These 
excuses will not serve his turn at Paris, where his 
conduct is loudly condemned by all classes. In ad- 
dition to this military disaster, the colonists have 
again severely suffered in the vicinity of Algiers, and 
a party of Arab marauders have again appeared in 
the plain burning the crops on the ground, and car- 
TYNE off any property they can lay hands on. 

hen this information reached France, marshal 
Vallee was recalled, and marshal Molitor was order- 
ed to succeed him; and a change of the mode of 
warfare was directed. It has been found that not 
withstanding having the command of the sea, anda 
finely appointed army of sixty thousand men, the 
moment the French quit the coast, they are sur- 
rounded by flying corps of mounted Arabs, who cut 
off all their communications, seize their convoys, 


_ massacre their wounded, and press on every expos- 


ed point. Fanaticism, and that high personal cou- 
rage, and intense hatred of strangers, for which the 
Arabs have always been remarkable, supply the 
want of arms.and discipline. The Arabs are always, 
of course beaten, when the French come up with 
them in force, but no solid advantage is gained, and 
the sacrifice of life is enormous. ‘The whole coun- 
try is ravaged by the enemy, agriculture put a stop 
to, and no Frenciman’s life is safe beyond the walls 
of a fortified position. It is stated that the French 
mean to change their plan of operations, to confine 
themselves to Algiers and the immediate precincts, 
and to inclose a sinall territory by a continous line 
of fortified posts. This will probably be a prelude 
to abandoning this troublesome and costly posses- 
sion altogether. | 

The French projectors of the line of steam ships, 
from Havre de Grace to New York, have been in 
London and found considerable success. Sir John 
Rennie, the engineer takes an interest in this pro- 
ject, and has gone over to Havre de Grace. 

Paris, July 1. Money affairs. The American 
money crisis is being again felt in the French mar- 
ket. ‘The American merchants, debtors to our towns 
of Paris, Lyons, St. Etienne, &c. make no returns, 
send no cargoes, forward no bills. ‘The Americans 
seem to have made up their minds not to pay theirs 
debts to foreigners, and are exclusively occupied 
with their own internal wants or improvements, 
constructing at once, on the north and on the south 
of the union, two immense lines of rail roads, each 
of the length of 600 miles. 

RUSSIA. 

Expedition to Khiva. A letter from Jellahabad, 
of the 23d of April, states that the Russian army 
had entered Khiva in triumph. The Khan, finding 
resistance impossible, submitted with a good grace 
—set at liberty all Russian prisoners in his do- 
minions—entered into an alliance, offensive and 
defensive, with the emperor Nicholas—and pro- 
mised to afford the Russians all the assistance in 
his power towards the extension of their dominion 
in the east. The writer further states that on leav- 
ing Khiva the Russian army would march to Bok- 
hara. If this news be confirmed, says the London 
Sun, we may prepare ourselves for an encounter 
with Russia, on the banks of the Indus. It is more 
than probable that from the battle fields of Central 
Asia the voice of England will be the first heard 
evoking the restoration of Polish nationality and 
independence. 

CHINA. 

Dispatches were received at London on the 3rd 
July, by express. The empress of China had died 
suddenly, some confusion ensued at Pekin. Go- 
vernor Lin was busy enlisting troops. A decree 
from Lin and his associates of 9th March reopens 
the Portuguese trade to and from Macao. 

The smugglingin opium was still carried on very 
actively, by armed English vessels. 

Part of the expedition against China sailed from 
Calcutta early in April. The ships, steamers, &c. 


were to rendezvous at Singapore on the 20th of 


May. 

On the night of February 28th, the Chinese at- 
tempted to burn the English ships at Tong Koo, by 
sending among them two junks filled with combus- 
tibles, and burning, but the wind drove them clear 
of the shipping, and very little damage was done. 
They tried it again the next night, but with no more 
success. 

The American merchants had became alarmed. 
A Canton letter of the 24th March has this para- 
graph: 

‘‘There were some indications among American 
residents at Canton, of an intention to move to 
Macao, consequent upon the reports of impending 
hostilities; one of their firms having issued a circu- 
lar intimating that they found themselves under the 
necessity of declining further consignments of En- 





glish property-or commissions. of any description, 
and it is expected there would be a general with- 
drawing to Macao.” 

Singapore, April 9. Yesterday brought us the 
Charles Forbes, from China, with letters of the 22d 
ult. The American merchants at Canton have 
taken the alarm, and issued circulars, declaring their 
intention of quitting that city as soon as they possi- 
bly can, and declining any further consignments, 
thus putting a total stop to the trade at present at 
all events. It appears that the whole country is in 
a state of feverish excitement, many parties say on 
the eve of rebellion. 


SPEECH OF HENRY CLAY, 
AT HANOVER, VA. 
_ From the Fredericksburg Arena, July 10. 

After a longer delay than we expected, we have 
to-day the pleasure of presenting to our readers the 
speech delivered by Mr. Cuay, at Taylorsville, Ha- 
nover county, on the 27th ult. It will be read with 
interest by his friends and opponents. It is worthy 
of his high fame as an orator and a statesman, and 
contains matter for the serious reflection of every 

lover of his country. 19 





The sentiment in compliment to Mr. Clay was 
received with a long continued applause. ‘That gen- 
tleman rose and addressed the company substantially 
as follows: 

I think, friends and fellow citizens, that, ‘availing 
myself of the privilege of my long service in the 
publie councils, just adverted to, the resolution, 
which I have adopted, is not unreasonable, of leav- 
ing to younger men, generally, the performance of 
the duty, and the enjoyment of the pleasure, of ad- 
dressing the people in their primary assemblies. Af- 
ter the event which occurred last winter at the capitol 
of Pennsylvania, I believed it due to mysell, to the 
whig cause and to the country, to announce to the 
public, with perfect truth and sincerity and without 
any reserve, my fixed determination heartily to sup- 
port the nomination of William Henry Harrison there 
made. ‘To put down all misrepresentations, I have, 
on suitable occasions, repeated’ this annunciation; 
and now declare my solemn conviction that the pu- 
rity and security of our free institutions and the pros- 
perity of the country imperatively demand the elec- 
tion of that citizen to the office of chief magistrate 
of the United States. 

But the occasion forms an exception from the rule 
which I have proscribed to myself. I have come 
here to the county of my nativity in the spirit of a 
pilgrim, to meet, perhaps for the last time, the com- 
panions and the descendants of the companions of 
my youth. Wherever we roam, in whatever climate 
or lard we are cast by the accidents of human life, 
beyond the mountains or beyond the ocean, in the 
legislative halls of the capitol, or in the retreats and 
shades of private life, our hearts turn with an irre- 
sistible instinct to the cherished spot which ushered 
us into existence. And we dwell with delightful as- 
sociations on the recollection of the streams in which, 
during our boyish days, we bathed, the fountains at 
which we drunk, the piney fields, the bills and the 
valleys where we sported, and the friends whoshar- 
ed these enjoyments with us. Alas! too many of 
these friends of mine have gone whither we must all 
shortly go, and the presence here of the sinall rem- 
nant left behind attests both our loss and our early 
attachment. I wonld greatly prefer, my friends, to 
employ the time which this visit affords in friendly 
and familiar conversation on the virtues of our de- 
parted companions, and on the scenes and adventures 
of our younger days; but the expectation which pre- 
vails, the awful state of our beloved country, and 
the opportunities which I have enjoyed in its pub- 
lic councils, impose on me the obligation of touch- 
ing on topics less congenial with the feelings of my 
heart, but possessing higher public interest. . I as- 
sure you, fellow citizens, however, that I present. 
myself before you for no purpose of exciting preju- 
dices or inflaming passions, but to speak to you in 
all soberness and truth, and to testify to the things 
which I know, or the convictions which I entertain, 
as an ancient friend, who has lived long and whose 
career is rapidly drawing to a close. Throughout 
an arduous life, I have endeavored to make truth 
and the good of our country the guides of my pub- 
lic conduct; but in Hanover county, for which I che- 
rish sentiments of respect, gratitude and veneration, 
above all other places, would I avoid saying any 
thing that I did not sincerely and truly bel:eve. 

Why is the plough deserted, the tools of the me- 
chanic laid aside, and all are seen rushing to gather- 
ings of the people? What occasions those vast and 
unusual assemblages which we behold in every state 
and in almost every neighborhood? Why those con- 
ventions of the people, at a common centre, from all 
the extremities of this vast union, to consult toge- 
ther upon the sufferings of the community, and to de- 


‘more fit occasions. 





———_ 
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liberate on the means of deliverance? Why this rabid 
appetite for public discussions? What is the solution 
of the phenomenon, which we observe, of a great 
nation sg upon its whole surtace, and at its low. 
est depths, like the ocean when convulsed by some 
terrible storm? 
dinary cause. 

It has been truly said, in the most memorable do. 
cument that ever issued from the pen of men, that 
“all experience hath shown that mankind are more 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to 
right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
they are accustomed.” The recent history of our 
people furnishes confirmation of that truth. They 
are active, enterprizing and intelligent; but are not 
prone to make groundless complaints against public 
servants. If we now every where behold them in 
motion, it is because they feel that.the grievances 
under which they are,writhing can be no longer to- 
lerated. They feel the absolute necessity of a change, 
that no change can render their condition worse, and 
that any change must better it. This isthe judzment 
to which ‘they have come; this the brief and com- 
pendious logic which we daily hear. They know 
that, in all the dispensations of Providence, they 
have ‘reason to be thankful and grateful; and.if they 
had not, they would be borne with fortitude and re- 
signation. But there is a pervading conviction and 
persuasion that, in the administration of government, 
there has been something wrong, radically wrong, 
and that the vessel of state has. been in the hands of 
selfish, faithless and unskilful pilots, who have con- 
ducted it amidst the breakers. 

In my deliberate opinion, the present distressed 
and distracted state of the country may be traced to 
the single cause of the action, the encroachments, 
and the usurpations of the executive branch of the 
government. I have not time here to exhibit and to 
dweil upon all the instances of these, as they have 
occurred in succession, during the last twelve years. 
They have been again and again exposed on other 
But I have thought this a pro- 
per opportunity to point cut the enormity of the pre- 
tensions, principles and practices of that departinent, 
as they have been, from time to time, disclosed, in 
these late years, and to show the rapid progress which 
has been made in the fulfilment of the remarkable 
language of our illustrious countryman, that the. fe- 
deral executive had an awful! squinting towards mo- 
narchy. Here, in the county of his birth, surround. 
ed by sons, some of whose sires with him were the 
first to raise their arms in defence of American li- 
berty against a foreign monarch, is an appropriate 
place to expose the impending danger of creating a 
domestic monarch. And may I not, without pre- 
sumption, indulge the hope that the warning voice of 
another, although far humbler, son of Hanover may 
not pass unheeded? 

The late president of the U. States advanced cer- 
tain new and alarming pretensions for the executive 
departiwwent of the government, the effect of which, 
if established and recognized by the people, must 
inevitably convert it into a monarchy. The first of 
these, and it was a favorite principle with him, was, 
that the executive department should be regarded as 
aunit. By this principle of unity, he meant and in- 
tended that all the executive officers of government 
should be bound to obey the commands and execute 
the orders of the president of the United States, and 
that they should be ainenable to him, and he be re- 
sponsible forthem. Prior to his admintration, it had 
been considered that they were bound to observe and 
obey the constitution and laws, subject only to the 
general superintendence of the president, and respon- 
sible by impeachment, and to the tribunals of justice 
for injuries inflicted on private citizens. 

But the annunciation of this new and extraordinary 
principle was not of itself sufficient for the purpose of 
president Jackson; it was essential that the subjec- 
tion to his will, which was its object, should be se- 
cured by some adequate sanction. That he sought 
to effect by an extension of another principle, that 
of dismission fiom office, beyond all precedent, and 
to cases and under circumstances which. would have 
furnished just grounds of his impeachment, accord- 
ing to the soleinn opinion of Mr. Madison and other 
members of the first congress under the present con- 
stitution. 

Now, if the whole official corps, subordinate to the 
president of the U. States, are made to know and 
to feel that they hold their respective offices by the 
tenure ot conformity and obedience to his will, it is 
manifest that they must look to that will, and not to 
the constitution and Jaws, as the guide of their of- 
ficial conduct. The weakness of human nature, the 
love and emoluments of office, perhaps the bread 
necessary to the support of their families, would 
make this result absolutely certain. 

The development of this new character to the 
power of dismission would have fallen short of the 
aims in view, without the exercise of it were held to 


There must be a cause, and no or- 
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be a prerogative, for which the president was to be 
wholly irresponsible. If he were compelled to ex- 

ose the grounds and reasons upon which he acted, 
in disinissals froin office, the apprehension of public 
censure would temper the arbritrary nature of the 

ower and throw some protection around the subor- 
dinate officer. fence the new and monstrous pre- 
tension has been advanced, that although the con- 
currence of the senate is necessary by the constitution 
to the confirmation of an appointment, the president 
may subsequently dismiss the person appointed, not 
only without communicating the grounds on which 
he has acted to the senate, but without any such 
communication to the people themselves, for whose 
benefit all offices are created! And so bold and dar- 
ing has the executive branch of the government 
become, that one of its cabinet miuisters, himself a 
subordinate officer, has contemptuously refused to 
members of the house of representatives to disclose 
the gronnds on which he has undertaken to dismiss 
from Office persons acting as deputy postmasters in 
his department! ; i 

As to the gratuifous assumption, by president 
Jackson, of responsibility for all the subordinate 
executive officers, it is the merest mockery that'was 
ever put forth. They will escape punishment by 
pleading his orders, and he by alleging the hardship 
of being punished, not for his own acts, but for theirs. 
We have a practical exposition of this principle in 
the case of the 200,000 militia. The secretary of 
war comes out to screen the president, by testifying 
that he never saw what he strongly récozmmended; 
and the president reciprocates that favor by retaining 
the secretary in place, notwithstanding he has pro~ 

osed a plan for organizing the militia which is ac- 
Knowladiged to be unconstitutional. If the president 
is not to be held responsible for a cabinet minister, 
in daily intercourse with him, how is he to be ren- 
dered sa for a receiver in Wiskonsin or Iowa? To 
concentrate all responsibility in the president, is to 
annililate all responsibility, For who ever expects 
to see the day arrive when a president of the United 
States will be impeached; or, if impeached, when he 
cannot command more than one-third of the senate 
to defeat the impeachment? 

But to construct the scheme of practical despo- 
tism, whilst all the forms of free government remain- 
ed, it was necessary to take one further step. By 
the constitution, the president is enjoined to take 
care that the laws be executed. This injunction was 
merely intended to impose on hiin the duty of a ge- 
neral superintendence; to see that offices were filled; 
officers at their respective posts in the discharge of 
their official functions, and all obstructions to the en- 
forcement of the laws were removed, and, when ne- 
cessary for that purpose, to call out the militia. No 
one ever imagined prior to the administration of pre- 
sident Jackson, that a president of the United States 
was to occupy himself with supervising and attend- 
ing to the execution of all the minute details of every 
one of the hosts of offices in the United States. 

Under the constitutional injunction just mention- 
ed, the late president put forward that most extraor- 
dinary pretension that the constitution and laws of 
the United Stales were to be executed as he under- 
slood them; and this pretension was attempted to be 
sustained by an argument equally extraordinary, that 
the president, being a sworn officer, must carry them 


> into effect according to Avs sense of their meaning, 


The constitution and laws were to be executed not 
according to their import as handed down to us by our 
ancestors, as interpreted by contemporaneous expo- 
silions, as expounded by concurrent judicial deci- 
sions, as fixed by an uninterrupted course of con- 
gressional legislation, but in that sense which a pre- 
ie of the United States happened to understand 
them! ) 

Tocomplete this executive usurpation, one fur- 
ther object remained. By the constitution, the 
command of the army and the navy is conferred on 
the president. If he could unite the purse with the 


q sword, nothing would be left to gratify the insatiable 


thirst for power. In 1838 the president seized the 
treasury of the U. States, and from that day to this 
it has continued substantially under his control. 
The seizure was effected by the removal of one se- 
Cretary of the treasury, understood to be opposed to 
the measure, and by the dismissal of another, who 


| > Tefused to violate the law of the land upon the orders 


of the president. 

It is, indeed, said that not a dollar in the treasury 
can be touched without a previous appropriation by 
law, nor drawn out of the treasury without the con- 
Currence and signature of the setretary, the trea- 
Surer, the register and the comptroller. But are not 
all these pretended securities idle and unavailing 
forms? We have seen that, by the operation of the 
Irresponsible power of dismission, all those officers 


® re reduced to mere automata, absolutely subjected 


to the will of the president. What resistance would 


. any of them make, with the penalty of dismission 


— 





suspended over their heads, to any orders of the pre- | 


sident to pour out the treasure of the United States, 
whether an act of appropriation existed or not? Do 
not mock us with the vain assurance of the honor 
and probity of a president, nor remind us of the 
confidence which we ought to repose in his imagin- 
ed virtues. The pervading principles of our sys- 
tem of governinents—of all free government—is not 
merely the possibility, but the absolute certainty of 
infidelity and treachery, with even the highest func- 
tionary of the state; and hence all the restrictions, 
securities, and guaranties which the wisdom of our 
ancestors or the sad experience of history had incul- 
cated, have been devised and thrown around the 
chief magistrate. 

Here, friends and fellow citizens, let us pause and 
contemplate this stupendous structure of executive 
machinery and despotism which has been reared in 


our young republic. The executive branch of the 


government is a unit; throughout all its arteries and 
veins there is to be but one heart, one head, one will. 
The number of the subordinate executive officers 
and dependents in the United States has been esti- 
mated, in an official report, founded on public doen- 
ments, made by a senator from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Calhoun), at one hundred thousand. Whatever it 
may be, all of them, wherever they are situated, are 
bound implicifly to obey the orders of the president. 
And absolute obedience to his will is secured and 
enforced by the power of dismissing them, at bis 
pleasure, from their respective places: To make 
this terrible power of dismission more certain and 
efficacious, its exercise is covered up in mysterious 
secrecy, without exposure, without the smallest 
responsibility. The constitution and laws of the 
United States are to be executed in the sense in 
which the president understands them, although that 
sense may be at variance with the understanding 
of every other man in the United States. It follows, 
as a neeessary consequence from the principles de- 
duced by the president from the constitutional in- 
junction as to the execution of the laws, that, if an 
act of congress be passed, in his opinion, contrary 
to the constitution, or if a decision be pronounced 
by the courts, in his opinion, contrary to the consti- 
tution or the laws, that act or that decision the pre- 
sident is not obliged to enforce, and he could not 
cause it to be enforced, without a violation, as is pre- 
tended, of his official oath. Candor requires the 
admission that the principle has not yet been pushed 
in practice in these cases; but it manifestly compre- 
hends then; and who doubts that, if the spirit of 
usurpation is not arrested and rebuked, they will be 
finally reached? The march of power is ever on- 
ward. As times and seasons admonished, it openly 
and boldly in broad day, makes its progress; or, if 
alarm be excited by the enormity of its pretensions, 
it silently and secretly, in the dark of the night, 
steals its devious way. {tnow storms and mounts 
the ramparts of the fortress cf liberty; it now saps 
and undermines its foundations, Finally, the com- 
mand of the army and navy being already in the 
president, and having acquired a perfect control over 
the treasury of the United States, he has consummat- 
ed that frightful union of purse and sword, so long, 
so mach, so earnestly deprecated by all true lovers 
of civil liberty. And our present chief magistrate 
stands solemnly and voluntarily pledged, in the face 
of the whole world, to follow in the footsteps and 
carry out the measures and the principles of his il- 
lustrious predecessor! 

The sum of the whole is, that there is but one 
power, one control, one will in the state. All is 
concentrated in the president. He directs, orders, 
commands the whole machinery of the state. 
Through the official agencies, scattered throughout 
the land, and absolutely subjected to his will, he 
executes, according to his pleasure or caprice, the 
whole power of the commonwealth, which has been 
absorbed and engrossed by him. And one sole will 
predominates in, and animates the whole of, this 
vast community. {f this be not practical despotism, 
[ ain incapable of conceiving or definingit, Names 
are nothing. The existence or non-existence of ar- 
bitrary government does not depend upon the title 
or denomination bestowed on the chief of the state, 
but upon the quantum of power which he possesses 
and wields. Autocrat, sultan, emperor, dictator, king, 
doge, president, are all mere names, in which the 
power respectively possessed by them is not to be 
found, but is to be looked for in the constitution, or the 
established usages and practices of the several states 
which they govern and control. If the autocrat of 
Russia were called president of all the Russias, the 
actual power remaiping unchanged, his authority, 
under his new denomination, would continue undi- 
minished; and if the president of the United States 
were to receive the tile of autocrat of the United 
States, the amount of his authority would not be 
increased, without an alteration of the constitu- 
tion. 


General Jackson was a bold and fearless reaper, 
carrying a wide row, but he did not gather the whole 
harvest; he left some gleanings to his faithful suc- 
cessor, aud he seems resolved to sweep clean the 
field of power. The duty of inculeating on the offi- 
cial corps the active exertion of their personal and 
official influence was left by him to be enforced by 
Mr. Van Buren, in all popular elections. It was not 
sufficient that the official corps was bound implicit- 
ly to obey the will of the president. It was not 
sufficient that this obedience was coerced by the 
tremenduous power of dismission. It soon became 
apparent that this corps might be beneficially em- 
ployed to promote, in other matters than the busi- 
ness of their offices, the views and interests of the 
president and his party. They are far more efficient 
than any standing army cfequal numbers. A stand- 
ing army would be separated, and stand out from 
the people, would be an object of jealousy and sus- 
picion; and, being always in corps or in detachments, 
could exert no influence on popular elections. But 
the official corps is dispersed throughout the coun- 
try, in every town, village, and city, mixing with 
the people, attending their meetings and conventions, 
becoming chairmen and members of committees.. 
and urging and stimulating partisans to active and 
vigorous exertion. Acting in concert, and through- 
out the whole union, obeying orders issued from the 
centre, their influence, aided by executive patron- 
age, by the post office department, and all the vast 
one means of the executive, is almost irresisti- 

e. 


To correct this procedure, and to restrain the su- 
bordinates of the executive from all interference with 
popular elections, my colleague, (Mr. Crittenden), 
bow present, introduced a bill in the senate. He 
had the weight of Mr. Jefferson’s opinion, who is- 
sued a circular to restrain federal officers from inter- 
meddling in popular elections. He had before him 
the British example, according to which, place men 
and pensioners were not only forbidden to interfere, 
but were not, some of them, even allowed to vote at 
popular elections. But his bill left them free to ex- 
ercise the elective franchise, prohibiting only the 
use of their official influence. And how was this 
bill received in the senate? Passed, by those who 
profess to admire the character and to pursue the 
principles of Mr. Jefferson? No such thing. It was 
denounced as a sedition bill. And the just odium of 
that sedition bill, which was intended. to protect of- 
ficeholders against the people, was successfully used 
to defeat a measure of protection of the people 
against the officeholders! Not only were they left 
unrestrained, but they were urged and stimulated 
by an official report to employ their influcence in 
behalf of the administration at the elections of the 
people. 


Hitherto, the army and the navy have remained 
unaffected by the power of dismission, and they have 
not been called into the political service of the exe- 
cutive. But no attentive observer of the principles 
and proceedings of the men in power could fail to 
see that the day was not distant when they, too, 
would be required to perforin the partisan offices of 
the president. Accordingly, the process of convert- 
ing them into executive instruments has commenced 
in a court martial assembled at Baltimore. Two 
officers of the army of the United States have been 
there put upon their solemn trial, on the charge of 
prejudicing the democratic party by making pur- 
chases for the supply of the army from inembers of 
the whig party! It is not pretended that the United 
States were prejudiced by those purchases; on the 
contrary, it was I believe, established that they were 
cheaper than could have been made from the sup- 
porters of the administration. But the charge was, 
that to purchase at all from the opponents, instead 
of the friends, of the administration, was an injury 
to the democratic party, which reqsired that the of- 
fenders should be pnt upon their trial before a court 
martial! And this trial was commenced at the in- 


stance at a committee of a democratic conven- 


tion, and conducted and prosecuted by them! 
The scandalous spectacle is presented to an enligh- 
tened world of the chief magistrate of a great peo. 
ple executing the orders of @ self-created power, 
organized within the bosom of the state, an upon 
such an accusation, arraigning, before a military tri- 
bunal, gallant men, who are charged with the de- 
fence of the honor and the interest of their country, 
and with bearing its eagles in the presence of an 
enemy! 


But the army and navy are too small, and in com- 
position are too patriotic to subserve all the purpo- 
ses of this administration. Hence the recent propo- 
tion of the secretary of war, strongly recommended 
by the president, under color of a new organization 
of the militia, to create a standing force of 200,000 
men, an amount which no conceivable foreign exi- 





gency can ever make necessary. It is not my pur-_ 
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pose now to enter upon ar: examination of thal alarm- 
ing and most dangerous plan of the executive de- 
partment of the federal government. It has justly 
excited a burst of general indignation; an: no where 
has the disapprobation of it been more emphatically 
expressed than in this ancient and venerable common- 
wealth. 

The monstrous project may be described in a few 
words. It proposes to create the force by breaking 
down Mason and Dixon’s line, expunging the boun- 
daries of states; melting them up into a confluent 
mass, to be subsequently cut up into ten military 
parts, alienates the militia froin its natural associa- 
tion, withdraws it from the authority and command 
and sympathy of its constitutional officers, appoint- 
ed by the states, puts it under the command of the 

resident, authorises him to cause it to be trained, 
in palpable violation of the constitution, and subjects 
it to be called out from remote and distant places, at 
his pleasure, and on occasions not warranted by the 
constitution! 

Indefensible as this project is, fellow citizens, do 
not be deceived by supposing that it has been or will 
be abandoned. Itisa principle of those who are 
now in power that an election or a re-election of the 
president implies the sanction of the people to all| 
the measures which he had proposed, and all the 
opinions which he had expressed, on public. affairs, 
prior tothat event. We have seen this principle 
applied on various occasions. Let Mr. Van Buren 
be re-elected in November next, and it will be claitn- 
ed that the people have thereby approved of this 
plan of the secretary of war. All entertain the opi- 
nion that it is important to train the militia and ren- 
der it effective; and it will be insisted, in the con- 
tingency mentioned, that the people have demon- 
strated that they approve of that specific plan. 
There is more reason to apprehend such a conse- 
quence froin the fact that a committee of the senate, 
to which this subject was referred, instead of de- 
nounting the scheme as unconstitutional and dange- 
rous to liberty, presented a labored apologetic report, 
and the administration majority in that body ordered 
twenty thousand copies of the apolagy to be printed 
for circulation among the people. I take pleasure in 
testifying that one adininistration senator had the 
manly independence to denounce, in his place, the 
project as unconstitutional. That senator was from 
your own state. 

I have thus, fellow citizens, ex!lnbited to youa 
true and faithful picture of executive power, as it 
has been enlarged and expanded within the last few 
years, and as it has been proposed further to extend 
it. It overshadows every other branch of the go- 
vernment. The source of legislative power is no 
longer to be found in the capital, but in the palace 
of the president. In assuming to be a part of the 
legislative power, as (he president recently did, 
contrary to the constitution, he would have been 
nearer the actual fact if he had alleged that he was 
the sole legislative power of the union. How is it 
possible for public liberty to be preserved, and the 
constitutional distributions of power, among the de- 
partments of government, to be maintained, unless 
the executive career be checked and restrained? 

It may be urged that two securities exist; first, 
that the presidential term is of short duration; and, 
secondly, the elective franchise. But it has been 
already shown that whether a depositary of power 
be arbitrary or compatible with liberty does not de- 
pend upon the duration of the official term, but 
upon the amount of power invested. The dicta- 
torship in Rome was an office of brief existence, ge- 
nerally shorter than the presidential term. Whether 
the elective franchise be an adequate security or 
not, isa problem to be solved next November. I 
hope and believe it yetis. Butif Mr. Van Buren 
should be re-elected, the power already acquired by 
the executive be retained, and that which is in pro- 
gress be added to that department, it is my delibe- 
rate judgment that there will be no hope remain- 
ing for the continuance of the liberties of the coun. 
try. 

“And yet the partisans of this tremendous execu- 
tive power arrogate to themselves the name of de- 
mocrats, and bestow upon us, who are opposed to 
it, the denomination of federalists! In the senate of 
the United States there are five gentlemen who 
were members of the federal party, and four of 
them have been, suddenly transformed into demo- 
crats, and are now warin supporters of this adminis- 
tration, whilst I, who had exerted the utmost of my 
humble abilities to arouse the nation to a vindica- 
tion of its insulted honor and its violated rights, and 
to the vigorous prosecution of the war ayainst 
Great Britain, to which they were violently oppos- 
ed, find myself, by a sort of magical influence, 
converted into a federalist! The only American 
citizen thatI ever met with, who was au avowed 
monarchist, was a supporter of the administration 
of general Jackson; and he ackuowledged to me 


! 





that his motive was to bring about the systein of 
monarchy, which his judgment preferred. 

‘There were other points of difference between 
the federalists and the democratic or rather republi- 
can party of 1798, but the great, leading, prominent 
discrimination between them related to the constitu- 
tion of the executive department of the govern- 
ment, The federalists believed that, in its struc- 
ture, it was too weak, and was in danger of being 
crushed by the preponderating weight of the legis- 
lative branch. Hence they rallied around the exe- 
cutive and sought to give to il strength and energy. 
A strong government, an energetic executive was, 
ainong them, the common language and the great 
object of that day. The republicans, on the con- 
trary, believed that the real danger lay on the side of 
the executive; that, having a continuous and un- 
interrupted existence, it was always on the alert, 
ready to defend the power it had, and prompt in 
acquiring more; and that the experience of history 
demonstrated that it was the encroaching and usurp- 
ing department. They, therefore, rallied around 
the people and the legislature. 

What are the positions of the two great parties 
of the present day? Modern democracy has reduc- 
ed the federal theory of a strong and energetic exe- 
cutive to practical operation. It has turned from 
the people, the natural. ally of genuine democracy, 
to the executive, and, instead of vigilance, jealousy, 
and distrust, has given, to that department all its 
confidence, and made to it a virtual surrender of all 
the powers of government. The recognized maxim 
of royal infallibility is transplanted from the British 
monarchy into modern American democracy, and 
the president cando no wreng! This new school 
adopts, modifies, changes, renonnces, renews opi- 
nions at the pleasure of the executive. Is the Bink 
of the United States a useful and valuable institu- 
tion? Yes, unanimously pronounces the democra- 
tic legislature of Pennsylvania. The president 
vetoes it as a pernicious and dangerous establish- 
ment. The democratic majority in the same legis- 
lature pronounce it to be pernicious and dangerous. 
The democratic majority of the house of represen- 
tatives of the United States declare the deposites of 
the public money in the Bank of the United States 
to be safe. ‘The president says they are unsafe, and 
removes them. The democracy say they are unsafe, 
and approve the reinoval. The president says that 
a scheine of a sub-treasury is revolutionary and dis- 
organizing. The democracy say it is revolutionary 
and disorganizing. ‘The president says it is wise 
and salutary. The democracy say it is wise and 
salutary. 

The whigs of 1840 stand where the republicans 
of 1798 stood, and where the whigs of the revolu- 
tion were, battling for liberty, for the people, for 
free institutions, against power, against corruption, 
against executive encroachments, against monarchy. 

We are reproached with struggling for offices and 
their enoluments. If we acted on the avowed and 
acknowledged principle of our opponents, ‘that the 
spoils belong to the victors,” we should indeed be 
unworthy of the support of the people. _ No! fellow 
citizens; higher, nobler, more patriotic motives ac- 
tuate the whig party. ‘Their object is the restora- 
tion of the constitution, the preservation of liberty, 
and rescue of the country. If they were govern- 
ed by the sordid and selfish motives acted upon by 
their opponents, and unjustly imputed to them, to 
acquire office and emolument, they have only to 
change their names, and enter the presidential pa- 
lace. The gate is always wide open, and the path 
is no narrow one which leads through it. The last 
comer, too, often fares best. 

Ona resurvey of the few past years, we behold 
enough to sicken and sadden the hearts of true pa- 
triots. Executive encroachment has quickly fol- 
lowed upon executive encroachment; persons honor- 
ed by public confidence, and from whom nothing 
but grateful and parental measures should have 
flowed, have inflicted stunning blow after blow in 
such rapid succession that, before the people could 
recover from the reeling effects of one, another has 
fallen heavily upon them. Had either of various 
instances of executive misrule stood out separate 
and alone, so that its enormity might have been 
seen and dwelt upon with composure, the condem- 
nation of the executive would have long since been 
pronounced; but it has hitherto found safety and 
lunpunity in the bewildering effects of the multitude 
of its misdeeds. The nation has been in the condi- 
tion of a man who, having gone to bed after his 
barn has been consumed by fire, is aroused in the 
morning to witness his dwelling house wrapt in 
flames. So bold and presumptuous had the execu- 
tive become, that, penetrating in its influence the 
hall of a co-ordinate branch of the government, by 
ineans of a submissive or instructed majority of the 
senate, it has caused a record of the country to be 


—— 





effaced and expunged, the inviolability of which 


~~ an 





was guarantied by a solemn injunction of the consti. 
tution! And that memorable and scandalous scene 
was enacted only because the offensive record con- 
tained an expression of disapprobation of an execu. 
tive proceeding, 

if this state of things were to remain—if the pro. 
gress of executive usurpation were to continue un- 
checked, hopeless. despair would seize the public 
mind, or the people would be goaded to acts of open 
and violent resistance. But, thank God, the power 
of the president, fearful and rapid as its strides have 
been, is not yet too great for the power of the elec- 
tive franchise; and a bright and glorious prospect, in 
the election of William Henry Harrison, has open- 
ed upon the country. The necessity of a change 
of rulers has deeply penetrated the hearts of the peo- 
ple; aud we every where behold cheering maniles- 
tations of that happy event. The fact of his elec- 
tion alone, without reference to the measures of his 
administration, will powerfully contribute to the 
security and happiness of the people. It will bring 
assurance of the cessation of that long series of dis- 
astrous experiments which have so greatly afflicted 
the people. Confidence will immediately revive, 
credit be restored, active business will return, prices 
of products will rise; and the people will feel and 
know that, instead cs their servants being occupied 
in devising measures for their ruin and destruction, 
they will be assiduously employed in promoting 
their welfare and prosperity. 

But grave and serious measures will, unquestion- 
ably, early and anxiously command the earnest at- 
tention of the new administration. I have no au- 
thority to announce, and do not pretend to announce 
the purposes of the new president. I have no 
knowledge of them other than that which is acees. 
sible to every citizen. In what I shall say as to the 
course of a new administration, therefore, I mean 
to express my own sentiments, to speak for myself, 
without coimpromitting any other person. Upon 
such an interesting occasion as this is, in the midst 
of the companions of my youth, or their descen- 
dants, I have felt that it is due to them and to my- 
self explicitly to declare iny sentiments, without 
reserve, and to show that I have been, and, as [ 
sincerely believe, the friends with whom I have 
acted have been, animated by the disinterested de- 
sire to advance the best interests of the country and 
to preserve its free institutions. 

The first, and, in my opinion, the most important 
object, which should engage the serious attention 
of a new adininistration, is that of circumscribing 
the executive power, and throwing around it such 
limitationsand safe-guards as will render it no lon- 
ger dangerous to the public liberties. 

Whatever is the work of man necessarily par- 
takes of his impertections; and it was not to be ex- 
pected that, with all the acknowledged wisdom and 
virtues of the framers of our constitution, they 
could have sent fortha plan of government, so free 
from al! defect, and so full of guaranties; that it 
should not, in the conflict of embittered parties and 
of excited passions, be perverted and inisinteroret- 
ed. Misconceptions or erroneous constructions of 
the powers granted in the constitution would proba- 
bly have occurred, after the lapse of many years, 
in seasons of entire calm, and with a regular and 
teinperate administration of the government; but, 
during the last twelve years, the machine, driven 
by a reckless charioteer with frightful impetuosity, 
has been greatly jarred and jolted, and it needs 
careful exatnination and a thorough repair. 

With the view, therefore, to the fundamental 
character of the government ilself, and especially 
of the executive branch, it seems to me that, either 
by amendments of the constitution, when they are 
necessary, or by remedial legislation, when the ob- 
ject falls within the scope of the noweis of congress, 
there should be, 

Ist. A provision to render a person ineligible to 
the office of president of the United States after 
service of one term. 

Much observation and deliberate reflection have 
satisfied me that too much of the time, the thoughts 
and the exertions of the incumbent, are occupied, 
during his first tern, in securing his re-election.— 
The public business, consequently, suffers; and 
measures are proposed or executed with iess re- 
gard to the general prosperity than to their influ- 
ence upon the approaching election. If the limtta- 
tion to one term existed, the president would be ex- 
clusively devoted to the discharge of his public du- 
ties; and he would endeavor to signalize his adm!- 
nistration by the beneficence and wisdom of 118 
measures. 

2d, That the veto power shoul be more precisely 
defined, and be subjected to further limitations and 
qualifications. Although a large, perhaps the largest, 


proportion of ail the acts of congress passed at the | 


short session of congress, since the commencement 


of the goverment, were passed within the three 4 
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last days of the session, and when oi course the pre- 
sident for the time being had not the ten days for 
consideration allowed by the constitution, president 
Jackson, availing himself of that allowance, has 
failed to return important bills. When not returned 
by the president within the ten days, it is questiona- 
ble whether they are laws or not. It is very cer- 
tain that the next congress cannot act upon them 
by deciding whether or not they shall become laws, 
the president’s objections notwithstanding. All 
this ought to be provided for, : 

At present, a bill, returned by the president, can 
only become a law by the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members of each house. I think if congress 
passes a bill after discussion and consideration, and, 
after weighing the objections of the ea sp still 
believes it ought to pass, it should become a law 

rovided a majority of all the meinbers of each 

ouse concur in its passage. If the weight of his 
argument and the weight of his influence conjointly 
cannot prevail on a majorily, against their previous 
convictions, in wy opinion the bill ought not to be 
arrested. Such is the provision of the constitutions 
of several of the states, and that of Kentucky among 
them. 

3d. That the power of dismission from office 
should be restricted, and the exercise of it be ren- 
dered responsible. 

The constitutional concurrence of the senate is 
necessary to the confirmation of all important ap- 
pointments, but, without consulting the senate, 
without any other motive than resentment or ca- 
price, the president may dismiss, at his sole plea- 
sure an officer created by the joint action of himself 
and the senate. Tie practical effect is to nullify 
the agency of the senate. There may be, occasion- 
ally, cases in which the public interest requires an 
immediate dismission without waiting for the as- 
sembling of the senate; but, in ali-such cases, the 
president should be bound to communicate fully the 
grounds and motives of the dismission. The power 
would be thus rendered responsible. Without it, 
the exercise of the power is utterly repugnant to 
free institutious, the basis of which is perfect re- 
sponsibility and dangerous to the public liberty, as 
has been already shown. 

4th. That the control over the treasury of the 
United States should be confided and confined ex- 
clusively to congress; and all authority of the pre- 
sident over it, by means of dismissing the secretary 
of the treasury, or other persons having the imme- 
diate charge of it, be rigorously precluded. 

You have heard much, fellow citizens, of the di- 
vorce of banks and government. After crippling 
them and impairing their utility, the executive and 
its partisans fiave systematically denounced them. 
The executive and the country were warned again 
and again of the fatal course that has been pursued; 
but the executive nevertheless peisevered, com- 
mencing by praising and ending by decrying the 
state banks. Under eover of the smoke which has 
been raised, the real object all along has been, and 
yet is, to obtain the possession of the money power 
of the union. ‘That accomplished and sanctioned 
by the people—the union of the sword and the 
purse in the hands of the president effectually se- 
cured—and farewell to American liberty. ‘The sub- 
treasury is the scheme for effecting that union; and, 
I ain told, that of all the days in the year, that which 
gave birth to our national existence and freedom is 
the selected day to be disgraced by ushering into 
existence a measure, imminently perilous to the 
liberty which, on that anniversary, we coinmemo- 
rate in joyous festivals. Thus in the spirit of de- 
struction which animates our rulers, would they 
convert a day of gladness and of glory into a day of 
sadness and mourning. Fellow citizens, there is 
one divorce urgently demanded by the safety and 
the highest interests of the country—a divorce of 
tlie president from the treasury of the United States. 

And 5th. That the appointment of members of 
congress to any office, or any but a few specific of- 
fices, during their continuance in office, and for one 
year thereatter, be prohibited. 

This is a hackneyed theme, but it is not less de- 
Serving serious consideration. The constitution 
now interdicts the appointment of a member of con- 
gress to any office created, or the emoluments of 
which had been increased whilst he was in office. — 
Tn the purer days of the republic, that restriction 
night have been sufficient, but in these more de- 
Reverate times, it is necessary, by an amendment of 
the constitution, to give the principle greater extent. 

hese are the subjects, in relation to the perma- 
nent character of the government itself, which, it 
Seeins to me, are worthy of the serious attention of 
the people, and of a new administration. There are 
others, of an adiiaistrative nature, which require 
Prompt and careful consideration. 

ist. The currency of the country, its stability 
and uniform value, and, as intimately and indissolu- 





bly connected with it, the insurance of the faithful 
performance of the fiscal services necessary to the 
government, should be maintained and secured by 
exercising all the powers requisite to those objects 
with which congress is constitutionally invested. 
These are the great ends to be aimed at—the means 
are of subordinate importance. Whether these ends, 
indispensable to the well-being of both the people and 
the government, are to be attained by sound and 
3afe state banks, carefully selected, and properly 
distributed, or by a new bank of the United States, 
with such limitations, conditions and restrictions as 
have been indicated by experience, should be left 
to the arbitrament of enlightened public opinion. 

Candor and truth require me to say thal, in ny 
judgment, whilst banks continue to exist in the 
couutry, the services of a bank of the United States 
cannot be safely dispensed with. I think that the 
power to establish such a bank is a settled question; 
settled by Washington and by Madison, by the peo- 
ple, by forty years’ acquiescence, by the judiciary, 
and by both of the great parties which. so long held 
sway in this country. I know and I respect the 
contrary opinion, which is entertained in this state. 
But, in my deliberate view of the matter, the power 
to establish such a bank being settled, and being a 
necessary and proper power,.the only question is as 
to the expediency of its exercise. And on ques- 
tions of mere expediency public opinion ought to 
have a controlling influence. Without banks, I be- 
lieve we cannot have a sufficient currency; without 
a bank of the United States, I fear we cannot have 
a sound currency. But it is the end, that of a sound 
and sufficient currency, and a faithful execution of 
the fiscal duties of government, that should engage 
the dispassionate anc cancid consideration of the 
whole community. There is nothing in the name 
of the bank of the United States which has any ma- 
gical charm, or to which any one need be wedded. 
It is to secure certain great objects, without which 
society cannot prosper; and if, contrary to my ap- 
prehension, these objects can be accomplished by 
dispensing with the agency of a bank of the United 
States, and employing that of state banks, all ought 
to rejoice and heartily acquiesce, and none would 
more than J should. 

2d. That the public lands, in conformity with the 
trusts created expressly, or by just implication, on 
their acquisition, be adininistered in a spirit of libe- 
rality towards the new states and territories, aud in 
a spirit of justice towards all the states. 

The land bill, which was rejected by president 
Jackson, and acts of occasional legislation, will ac- 
complish both these objects. I regret that the time 
does not admit of my exposing here the nefarious 
plans and purposes of the administration as to this 
vast national resource. That, like every other 
great interest of the country, is administered with 
the sole view of the effect upon the interests of the 
party in power. A bill has passed the senate, and 
is now pending before the house, according to which 
forty millions of dollars are stricken from the real 
value of a certain portion of the public lands by a 
short process; and a citizen of Virginia residing on 
the southwest side of the Ohio is not allowed to pur- 
chase lands as cheap by half a dollar per acre asa 
citizen living on the northwest side of that river.— 
l have no hesifation in expressing my conviction 
that the whole public domain is gone if Mr. Van 
Buren be re-elected. 

3d. That the policy of protecting and encouraging 
the productions of American industry, entering into 
competition with the rival productious of foreign in- 
dustry, be adhered to and maintained on the basis 
of the principles and in the spirit of the compro- 
mise of March, 1833. 

Protection and national independence are, in my 
opinion, identical and synonymous. The principle 
of abandonment of the one cannot be surrendered 
without a forfeiture of the other. Who, with just 
pride and national sensibility, can think of subject- 
ing the products of our industry to all the taxation 
and restraints of foreign powers, without effort, on 
our part, to counteract their prohibitions and burdens 
by suitable countervailing legislation? The ques- 
tion cannot be, ought not to be, one of principle, 
but of measure and degree. I adopt that of the 
compromise act, not because that act 1s irrepealable, 
but because it met with the sanction of the nation. 
Stability, with moderate and certain protection, is 
far more important than instability, the necessary 
consequence of high protection. But the protection 
of the compromise act will be adequate, in most, if 
not as to all, interests. The twenty percent. which 
it stipulates, cash duties, home valuations, and the 
list of free articles inserted in the act for the parti- 
cular advantage of the manufacturer, will ensure, I 
trust, sufficient protection. Ali tegether, they will 
amount probably to no less than thirty per cent. a 
gyeater extent of protection than was secured prior 
to the act of 1828, which no one stands up to de- 








fend. Now the valuation of foreign goods is made 
not by the American authority, except in suspected 
cases, but by foreigners, and abroad. They assess 
the value, aud we the duty; but, as the duty de- 
pends, in most cases, upon the value, it is manifest 
that those, who assess the value, fix the duty. The 
home valuation will give our government what it 
rightfully possesses, both the power to ascertain the 
true value of the thing which it taxes, as well as the 
amount of that tax. 

4th. That a strict and wise economy, in the dis- 
bursement of the public money, be steadily enforced; 
and that, to that end, all useless establishments, all 
unnecessary offices and places, foreign and domestic, 
and all extravagance, either in the collection or ex- 
penditure of the public revenue, be abolished and 
repressed. 

I have not time to dwell on details in the applica- 
tion of this principle. I will say that a pruning 
knife, long, broad and sharp, should be applied to 
every department of the government. ‘There is 
abundant scope for honest and skilful surgery. The 
annual expenditure may, in reasonable time, be 
brought down from its present amount of about forty 
millions to near one-third of that sum. 

5th. The several states have made such great and 
gratifying progress in their respective systems of 
internal improvement, and have been so aided by the 
distribution under the deposite act, that, in future, 
the erection of new roads and canals should be left 
to them with such further aid only from the general 
government as they would derive from the payment 
of the last instalment under that act, from an abso- 
lute relinguishment of the right of congress to call 
upon them to refund the previous instalments, and 
from their equal and just quotas, to be received by a 
future distribution of the nett proceeds from the sales 
of the public lands. 

And 6th. That the right to slave property, being 
guarantied by the constitution, and recognized as one 
of the compromise incorporated in that instruinent 
by our ancestors, should be left where the constitu- 
tion has placed it, undisturbed and unagitated by 
congress. 

These, fellow citizens, are views both of the struc- 
ture of the government and of its administration 
which appear to me: worthy of commanding the 
grave attention of the public and its new servants. 
Although, | repeat, 1 have neither authority nor 
purpose to commit any body else, I believe most, if 
not all, of them, are entertained by the political 
friends with whom I have acted. hether the sa- 
lutary reforms which they include will be effected or 
considered depends upon the issue of that great 
struggle which is now going on throughout all this 
country. This contest has had no parallel since the 
period of the revolution. In both instances there is 
a similarity of object. That was to achieve, this is 
to preserve the liberties of the country. Let us 
catch the spirit which animated, and imitate the 
virtues which adorned our notle ancestors. Their 
devotion, their constancy, their yatiring activity, 
their perseverance, their indomnible resolution, their 
sacrifices, their valor! If they fought for liberty or 
death, inthe memorable language of one of the most 
illustrious of them, let us never forget that the prize 
now at hazard is liberty or slavery. We should be 
encouraged by tie fact that the contest to the success 
of which they solemnly pledged their fortunes, their 
lives, and their sacred honor, was fur more unequal 
than that in which we are engaged. But, on the 
other hand, let us cautiously guard against too much 
confidence. History aud experience prove that more 
has been lost by self-confidence and contempt of 
eneinies, than won by skill and courage. Our op- 
ponents are powerful in numbers and in organiza- 
tion, active, insidious, possessed of ample means, 
and wholly unscrupulous in the use of them. They 
count upon success by the use of two words, demo- 
cracy and federalism—democracy which, in violation 
of all truth, they appropriate to themselves, and fe- 
deralism which, in violation of all justice, they ap- 
ply tous. And allow me to conjure you not to suf- 
fer yourselves to be diverted, deceived or discou- 
raged by the false ramors which will be industriously 
circulated, between the present time and the period 
of the election, by our opponents. They will put 
them forth in every variety, and without number, 
in the most imposing forins, certified and sworn to 
by conspicuous names. ‘They will brag, they will 
boast, they will threaten. Regardless all their arts, 
let us keep steadily and faithfully and. fearlessly at 
work. 

But if the opposition perform its whole duty: if 
every member of it act as in the celebrated battle of 
lord Nelson, if the eyes of the whole nation were 
fixed on him, and as if on his sole exertions depend- 
ed the issue of the day, I sincerely believe that at 
least twenty of the states of the union wili unite in 
the glorious work of the salvation of the constitution 
and the redemption of the country. 
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Friends and fellow citizens, I have detained you 
too long. Accept my cordial thanks and my pro- 
found acknowlecgments for the honors of this day, 
and for all your feelings of attachment and confidence 
towards me; and allow me in conclusion,"to propose 
a sentiment: 

Hanover county: It was the first, in the commence- 
ment of the revolution, to raise its arms, under the 
lead of Patrick Henry, in defence of American li- 
berty; it will be the last to prove false or recreant to 
the holy cause. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 

14. The president pro tem. Jaid before the 
senate & letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
covering a report of the superintendent of standard 
weights and measures; which was ordered to be 

rinted. 

P Mr. Merrick presented a memorial of a committee 
appointed by the board of aldermen and board of 
common council of the city of Washington, remon- 
strating against the passage of a bill pending before 
the senate “to ameud and continue in force the act 
to incorporate the ikhabitants of the city of Wash- 
ington;” which was read and ordered to be printed. 
r. Wiiliams, {from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, made adverse replorts on the bill to regulate 
the pay of masters of the navy. 

r. Wright, trom the committee on finance, re- 
orted a bill for the relief of the Mobile and New 
rleans rail road companies, including that of West 

Feliciana, (a particular bill for which was therefore 
indefinitely postponed). Also, the Grand Gulf rail 
road and banking company. The bill was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Pierce, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, moved that this committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the memorials of gen. 
Edmund P. Gaines and others, in relation to the 
military defences of the couniry. 

After some remarks trom Messrs. Pierce, Preston 
and Culhoun, the committee were discharged from 
the further consideration of the memorial. 

Mr. Walker submitted a resolution instructin 
the committee for the District of Columbia to in- 
quire into the expediency of retroceding all those 

ortions of the District of Columbia not within the 
fimits of the city of Washington to the respective 
states to which they formerly belonged. 

The resolution, by consent, was at once con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said he would rather in- 
struct the committee to bring in a bill at once au- 
thorising the retrocession, with the consent of Alex- 
andria and Georgetown, and the states respectively. 

Mr. Merrick said it would be recollected that 
Georgetown had formerly petitioned congress to be 
restored to Maryland. Alexandria had not done 
so, but had recently expressed a unanimous wish to 
be restored to Virginia. Mr. M. wag sure that 
Maryland would be glad to receive Georgetown.— 
But he thought it altogether too late in the session 
to introduce a measure of this kind, which evident- 
ly could not be carried through. At the proper 
time Mr. M. would be glad to act upon it. 

Mr. Preston argued that, even if the measure 
could not be consummated at this time, it was ex- 
pedient to bring the subject under consideration, 
and he was therefore in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. Merrick said he was in favor of the retroces- 
sion, and he should not further object to a resolution 
of inquiry. 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said there were but two. 


points to be ascertained in this matter: one, the con- 
sent of the people to be retroceded, and the other, the 
consent of the states to receive them. He thought, 
therefore, that a provisionary bill might readily be 
passed at this session, which would require no fur- 
ther action of congress. 


Mr. Lumpkin, as a member of the committee for 
the District of Columbia, concurred in yranting a 
retrocession. Butif a bill for that purpose was now 
to be framed, he proposed that‘it should be done by 
a select committee. 

Mr. Walker said the cominittee from the District 
were better acquainted with this subject than a se- 
Ject committee could be, and he wished the inquiry 
to be made by those best able to make it. He ar-. 

ed in favor of the retrocession, that it would 

ighten the duties and shorten the sessions of con- 
gress; and he believed it would be for the good of 
all the parties concerned. 

Mr. Merrick said he was anxious that the retro- 
cession should take place, and if it should not be 
carried at this session, he should move upoa it early 
in, the next. 

Mr. Allen spoke in favor of a bill, even if it should 
not now be passed, as it would more effectually call 
the attention of the parties to the subject, and of the 
peeple of the country. 





The resoiution was agreed to without dissent. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, it was resolved that 
the senate on this day, and for the remainder of the 
session, take a recess from half past two to half past 
four o’clock. 


The senate, on motion of Mr. Merrick, resumed 
the consideration of the bill to extend the corporate 
gE of certain banks in the District of Colum- 

ia. 

The question being on an amendment offered by 
Mr. Clay, of Alabama, requiring that no dividends 
of the banks should be made during their suspen- 
sion, and that the president and directors of each 
bank should be personally responsible for all its lia- 
bilities. 

Mr. Huntingion spoke with much earnestness 
against the latter clause of this amendment, as gross- 
ly unjust, especially as it would in effect make them 
answerable for events wholly beyond their power 
and foresight. 

Mr. Allen exculpated Mr. Raphael Semmes from 
acharge Mr. A. had made against him on the autho- 
rity of a report in the other house. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, in reply to Mr. Huniing- 
ton, argued that corporations should be liable in the 
same manner and to the same extent as individuals, 
and that this liability should fall on directors of 
banks, (exclusive of stockholders), inasmuch as 
they were entrusted with the whole of their ma- 
nagement. And he asserted that the directors of 
the banks here were willing to incur this liability. 

Mr. Huntington inquired whether he was autho- 
rised by the presidents and directors of the banks to 
say that they were willing to be held personally re- 
ponsibie? 

Mr. Clay said he had it from a gentleman on whom 
he cold depend. 

Mr. Hunlington wished to know the authority; 
for it seemed singular to him if they were willing to 
incur this liability. 

Messrs. Davis, Huntington and Merrick remarked 
that if the directors were themselves willing, they 
should not object. 

Mr. Huntington accordingly withdrew his motion, 


§| and the ame..dment of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, was 


agreed to. 

Mr. Wright submitted an amendment requiring 
the banks to resume at once, and continue specie 
payments, except for deposites in funds of a less 
value than specie. 


This amendment was advocated with much ani- 
mation by Messrs. Wright, Allen and Grundy, as 
indispensable, and as requiring no more than the 
banks were able and willing to perform; and it was 
opposed by Messrs. Davis, Clay, of Alabama, and 
Merrick, as a measure to which no bank had given 
its consent, inasmuch as when they resolved to re- 
sume, it was with the expectation they would wind 
up at once, and they would be compelled to wind 
up if this provision should prevail, and the bills of 
the neighboring states would drive, as before, all 
the specie out of the District. 

The senate took a recess till half past 4 o’clock. 


Evening session. The senate resumed the consi- 
deration of the bill to extend the corporate existence 
of certain banks in the District of Columbia. The 
debate on the motion of Mr. Wright, requiring the 
resumption of specie payments by the banks, was 
continued by Messrs. Davis, Merrick, Wright, Clay, 
of Alabama, and Preston, when the question was 
taken on the amendment, and decided in the affir- 
mative, yeas 19, nays 17. 


Mr. Anderson then moved to further amend b 
adding to the first section the following proviso: 

“That if any of the said banks shall fail to resume 
specie payments and to continue the same at the time 
of the passage of this act, any such bank may, in case 
it shall so resume at any time within the period of sixty 
days, avail itself of all the privileges which were grant- 
ed by the act to those which resume immediately; but 
no banking privileges shall be exercised by any insti- 
tution in a state of suspension of specie payments.” 

On this amendment the question was taken by 
yeas and nays, and decided in the affirmative, yeas 
20, nays 11. 


Mr. Wright here moved to further amend by in- 
serting the following as the second section: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, neither of 
said banks shall, from and after the passage of this act, 
issue or pay out, other than for those existing deposites 
of the description mentioned in and excepted by the 
first section of this act, any bill or note or other paper 
intended for the circulation as money issued by any 
other bank, unless such bill, note, post-note, or other 
paper or promise to pay is payable and paid in specie 
on demand at some fixed and certain place to be dis- 
tinctly named upon the face of the paper. 


Mr. Merrick said the effect of this amendment 
would be virtually to close the doors of the banks. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, ayes 19, nays 18, 
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The debate was further continued, when Mr. 
Alien moved to amend the bill by adding an addi- 
tional section: 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That each and eve. 
ry stockholder in such bank shall from and after the 
taking effect of this act also be, and they are hereby, 
made severally liable, in their individual capacity, each 
to the full amount of his stock in such bank, for all the 
debts and obligations thereafter contracted by or on be- 
half of such bank, and which may have been contract. 
ed duting the time he was such stockholder, and such 
liability shall continue afier he may have ceased to be 
such stockholder: Provided, That said bank shall re-. 
fuse to pay on demand. 

The question on this amendment was taken by 
yeas and nays, and decided in the affirmative, yeas 
21; nays 14. 

Mr. Tappan then moved to further amend the bill 
so’as to strike at the monopolies granted to banking 
A emt in order to leave the matter free to 
all. 

Mr. Smith, of Conn. spoke at length against the 
adoption of such a principle, as calculated to aid ra- 
ther than to suppress the papef system. 

Mr. Walker opposed it, declaring that in those 
states where unchartered associations were permit- 
ted the evil had been increased rather than dimi- 
nished. 

Mr. Tappan replied to the objection. He said 
his friends had confounded the repeal of a prohibi- 


tion with the granting of an express license. He 


should ask the yeas and nays, and at least record 
his own name. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the result 
was that Mr. Tuppan and Mr. Wright were the only 
affirmative votes, while there were thirty in the ne- 
gative. 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then moved to strike out 
the second section of the bill, making the officers 
liable in sums of not less than $100 nor more than 
$1,000; which was agreed to by a vote of 18 yeas 
to 11 nays. 


The question was then taken on engrossing the 
bill, and decided in the affirmative, by the following 
vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Ala. Cuthbert, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Huntington, 
King, Merrick, Nicholas, Preston, Roane, Smith, of In- 
tH ‘Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Wright, Young 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Davis, 
Hubbard, Lumpkin, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Tappan, Walker—12. 

Mr. Merrick said the bill had been so amended 
and changed it was difficult to know what were ils 
provisions exactly: he would therefore move that 
the bill be printed as amended, so that each senator 
might see how he was voting. The motion was 
agreed to, and the senate adjourned at 20 minutes 
before 9 o’clock. 


July 15. Mr. Linn, at the request, he said; of 
the cominissiuner of the land office, moved that the 
report of R. Dale Owen on the mineral lands of the 
United States be printed for the use of the senate, 
and 200 extra copies for the use of the land office, 
under the direction of the commissioner of the land 
office, the maps to be engraved or lithographed at 
his discretion. ‘The survey (Mr. L. said) had 
been made by R. O. in pursuance of a resolution of 
the house of representatives, and each half, and 
even quarter section of the public lands containing 
minerals was marked, and specimens of the mine- 
rals were deposited in the department; so that, if 


the report should be printed, those wishing to pur- 


XY | chase snineral lands could ascertain their situation 


and quality at once. Immense quantities of copper, 
lead and zinc had been found, the knowledge of 
which, and of other minerals, must enhance greatly 
the price of the land, which was in fact the object 
of the survey. The house ef representatives, by 
whom the survey was ordered, had as yet been pre- 
vented by the press of business from ordering the 
report to be printed. Unless it should be printed 
the whole labor would be Jost, and it was therefore 
chiefly, in addition to its importance, that Mr. L. 
had now made the motion to print. 


Mr. Davis said he would like to know something 
of the expense. The engraving and lithographing 
was a costly business. 

Mr. Linn said it would probably require a consi- 
derable sum. But the importance of the work, and 
the consideration that it would be wholly lost with- 
out being printed, had induced him notwithstanding 
to move its printing. 

Mr. Davis asked that it might lie till to-morrow; 
Mr. Linn assented, and it was so ordered. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Williams, calling 
for a list of the officers of the navy, &c. was taken 
up and agreed to. ' 

The resolution making additional compensation 
to the officers of the senate was read a second time, 
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and referred to the committee on contingent ex- 
nses.' 

A number of bills on the private calander was 
taken up, some were indefinitely postponed, and 
others read a third time and passed. : 

The bill to continue the corporate existence of 
certain banks in the District of Columbia having 
been read a third time, (it was ordered to a third 
reading last night), aud the question being on its 
passage" , ; E 

Mr. Merrick spoke at some legth against the bill, 
as conferring no benefit on the banks, as tending in 
no way to restore a specie currency, and especially 
as likely to be very injurious to the people of the 
District, as the banks, if they should continue their 
business at all, would be compelled at once to call 
in all their debts, and even then would not be able 
to afford further accommodations, And the banks, if 
they should go on at all, must do so by indirection, 
evading, at least, the spirit of the law; and Mr. M. 
would lay before them no such temptation. He 
called for the yeas and nays on the question of 
passing the bill, which were ordered, 

Mr. Tappan congratulated the country that the 
truth was now avowed that these chartered monopo- 
lies would not consent to abate one hair of their ex- 
clusive privileges. 

Mr. Merrick replied that he had presented his 
own views, chiefly predicated on the interests and 
welfare ofthe people ofthe District. He had spoken 
neither for nor in the name of the banka, although 
three of their presidents had this morning told him 
that the bill would be of no benefit to them, and 
they did not desire its passage. They also took the 
same views of the interest of the District as Mr. M. 
and he hoped the bill would be rejected. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said the bill was not what 
he desired it to be, but he proceeded to argue at 
some length in favor of its passage. 


Mr. Benton offered his congratulations that the 
bank reform here, which he had long ago attempted 
in vain, was now in a good degree of progress, and 
with favorable prospects. 

The bill was now rejected, on the question of its 
passage, by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Buchanan. Clay, 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, King, Nicho- 
Jas, Roane, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, White, Williams, 
Wright, Young—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clavton, 
Dixon, Henderson, Hubbard, Knight, Lumpkin, Mer- 
rick, Mouton, Pierce, Porter, Preston, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Tap- 
pan, Wall—20. 

Mr. Preston immediately moved the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the bill was rejected, and 
said he had voted in the negative for the sole pur- 
pose of doing so. He proceeded to argue that it 
was expedient to give the banks their choice, whe- 
ther to accept the bill or not, and that it could do 
no harm in any event, and might do some good. 

Messrs. Merrick and Phelps severally assigned 
their reasons for voting against the reconsideration 
and the bill, all of them declaring their decided con- 
viction that the bill would be injurious both to the 
currency and the people of the District. 


Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said, having voted last 
evening to engross this bill,and having to-day voted 
against its passage, he felt it due to himself to saya 
word on the subject He had purposely abstained 
from taking any part in the discussion of the ques- 
tions involved in the several amendments, and he 
should now do no more than give an opinion in re- 
lation to it. He would not take up the time of the 
senate in an argument at this late period of the ses- 
sion. Mr. 8. said he had been very desirous to 
giant some relief to the citizens of the District of 
Columbia, embarrassed as they were by the termi- 
nation of the charters of the whole of the banks at 
the same period. He had in every instance given 
the vote he believed the interest and wishes of the 
people of the District required. In almost every 
vote he had given, he had found himself in a mino- 
rity. The majority of the senate, many of whom 
were openly hostile to it, had moulded the present 
bill to suit themselves. The provisions of the bill 
did not meet the sanction of his mind; but last even- 
ing, when the question of engrossing was before the 
senate, Mr. S. had voted in the affirmative. He 
fave that vote to save the question until the bill 
could be printed with the amendments that had been 
made, and he could see the whole bill in connexion. 
It was printed and laid on the tables, and he had ex- 
amined it, and come to the conclusion that it was 
Unjust, and would operate oppressively on the peo- 
ple of the District; that it would put it into the 
power, nay, more, require of the banks to oppress 
their debtors. The banks have four years to wind 
up their concerns, as the law now stands, and they 
can therefore give time to their debtors; but to com- 
pel them to resume specie payments at once, and to 


deny them the right of issuing or paying out any 
paper but their own while the banks of Maryland 
and Virginia are in a state of suspension, would be 
to require these banks to refuse discounts, and to 


| collect their dues immediately in specie. This, in- 


stead of relief to the people who owe the banks, 
would be oppression to them, and only aggravate 
the difficuliies that surround them, He therefore 
could not give his assent to such a bill, as he had 
never sustained a bank a moment for the sake of 
the bank itself. When he supported a bank, it was 
as an instrument in the hands of the people, to be 
administered for their benefit, and he could never 
inake one an engine of oppression. 

It was said by senators that the senate is only 
presenting a law to the banks, which they may ac- 
cept or not, and that the bill conld do no hari. 
That position would do very well for those who be- 
lieved the bill to be just; but how could senators 
who were opposed to the bill justify themselves in 
voting for it, and compelling the banks to take it 
and oppress the people, or get nothing? Mr. S. 
could not place himself in such a position.. The 
majority of the senate, mary of whom will not vote 
for the bill, had moulded it to suit themselves, and 
he was willing to let them have the responsibility 
of the action upon it. They should not make the 
pill and compel him to swallow it. . If they wish to 
pass it, they have the power; if they desire to let 
the banks expire, or require them to accept of the 
most onerous terins, let them ,exercise the power, 
and take the responsibility. The business of the 
District must be greatly embarrassed, but he had 
done all in bis power to relieve it, and must now 
submit to the will of the majority. He rose to make 
these few remarks, and not to speak, and he would 
detain the senate no longer than to say he should 
inaintain the position he had taken in his vote 
against the bill. 

Messrs. Grundy and Wright assigned their rea- 
sons for voting in favor of the reconsideration and 
the bill, chiefly relating to the necessity of a sound 
currency. 

The merits and demerits of the bill were further 
debated at considerable Jenzth by Messrs. Clay, of 
Alabama, Merrick and Phelps till the hour of re- 
cess. 

Evening session. The question before the senate 
being the motion to reconsider the vote by whech 
the bill providing for the rechartering of the banks 
in the District of Columbia was rejected, the ques- 
tion of reconsideration was argued at considerable 
length, by Mr..4nderson in favor of it; and Messrs. 
Phelps, Merrick and. Dixon against it. 

Mr. Buchanan said he desired to say something 
on the subject before the senate; it was one of some 
importance, but the lateness of the hour and the 
empty seats admonished him that it would be bet- 
ter to delay what he had to say till morning; if the 
senate thought otherwise, however, he would go 
on. If his suggestion were acquiesced in, he would 
move to pass over the subject informally and go 
into executive session, as he had some matters of 
interest which had already been tvo long delayed. 
The motion was agreed to. 

And the senate went into executive session, and 
thereafter adjourned, | 

July 16. On wotions of Messrs. Linn, Davis, 
Lumpkin and Ruggles, the committee on private 
claims, commerce and manufactures, were respec- 
tively discharged from the further consideration of 
a variety of subjects, mostly on private petitions. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Linn, 
to print the report and drawings of Robert Dale 
Owen on the public mineral lands in Iowa and Wis- 
konsin. coming up for consideration, Messrs. Tap- 
pan, Linn, Allen, Walker and Knight advocated the 
printing, and Messrs. Davis, Huntington and Cal- 
houn opposed the printing at this time, in conse- 
quence of the state of the treasury. Mr, Davis 
inoved to postpone the subject till the next session, 
which motion was negatived, yeas 18, nays 18. 

Mr. Davis moved to amend the resolution by re- 
quiring that the work should be done under the di- 
rection of the secretary of the senate, (as usual), 
and on the most favorable terms. 

This amendment, after a few remarks from Messrs. 
Tappan, Davis aud Linn, was rejected: yeas 15, nays 
24. 

Mr. Davis now moved to lay the resolution on 
the table, and it was so ordered by yeas 19, nays 
17. 8 

Mr. Merrick, from the committee for the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill making provision for 
ascertaining the wishes and will of all the people of 
the District of Columbia, not within the limits of 
the city of Washington, in regard to their being re- 
troceded to the states of Maryland and Virginia re- 
spectively. Read and ordered to a second reading: 

Mr. Linn, by consent, introduced a joint resolu- 





tian (and obtained its immediate consideration), 


providing that, after six days in the second session 
of any congress, now and hereafter, the bills, &c. 
acted on and decided by either house, and remain- 
ing untouched or unfinished on the table of the other 
house, should be deemed so far valid, and should be 
acted on precisely as if there had been no adjourn- 
ment. 

This resolution was opposed by Messrs. Benton, 

Calhoun and Grundy, and advocated by Messrs. Linn 
and Hubbard; and laid on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Benton, the bill providing for 
enlisting 3,500 volunteers to serve for two years in 
the Florida war, was considered and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Tappan, the joint resolution 
providing for the exchange of extra copies of books 
in the congress library, and of public documents, 
for those of foreign countries, was taken up and 
considered. 

Mr. Ruggles, from the committee on commerce, 
moved to amenc the resolution by an appropriation 
of $500 to effect an exchange of certain weights 
and measures with England, France, Russia and 
Holland. Negatived by ayes 9, noes not counted. 

The resolution itself was then rejected by ayes 
9, noes not counted. 

The senate again proceeded to consider the bill 
to continue the corporate existence of certain banks 
in the District of Columbia, the question being on 
Mr, Preston’s motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was rejected. 

Mr. Buchanan having made an exposition of the 
bill in detail, read a paper showing that the presi- 
dent of the Metropolis and Patriotic banks, and the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ bank of Georgetown, 
were willing to receive the bill in its present form. 
He then proceeded at much length, and with great 
animation to argue in favor of passing the bill, touch- 
ing at times on collateral topics, and replying to the 
arguments adduced against the bill as injurious to 
the currency and the people of the District. 

Mr, Merrick replied with equal earnestness, de- 
claring his unwillingness to present to the banks an 
inducement to oppress the people of the District 
and surrounding country, as they mustif they should 

roceed in banking under the bill; and going further 
into detail to show that such would be the result of 
the bill, and that the currency and business of the 
District would be made worse instead of being im- 
proved. He continued his remarks till the hour of 
recess. 2 

Evening session. On motion of Mr. Pierce, the 
committee on pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of all the business before it. 

Also, on motion of Mr. Pierce, the committee on 
military affairs was discharged in like manner. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the committee on 
foreign relations was discharged from the conside- 
ration of all cases before it. 

The senate again proceeded to consider the bill 
to continue the corporate existence of certain banks 
in the District of Columbia, the question on recon- 
sidering still pending, Mr. Phelps occupied the se- 
nate for some time in opposition to the motion to 
reconsider, arguing against the provisions of the 
bill as dangerous to the community. 

Mr. Grundy followed, defining his position to be 
the middle ground. On one side, some of his po- 
litical friends were for hard money exclusively.— 
Now he was neither for that on the one hand, nor for 
an irredeemable paper onthe cther. But he went to 
regulate, not to destroy. : 

Mr. Merrick replied with animation, also defining 
his position, and telling the senator from Tennessee 
that he went for reform in the banking system, and 
declaring that neither himself nor ary of his poli- 
tical friends were to be classed among theadvocates 
of irredeemable paper. 

Mr. Walker contended that there were three par- 
ties clearly defined: hard money, mixed currency 
and irredeemable paper; and he would take care to 
hold the latter class up to the people of the country. 

Mr. Huntington spoke for some time, contendin 
that the bill was dangerous to the interests of the 
community, and that the will of the people was as 
much to be consulted as that of general Van Ness, 
or any other president of a bank. 

The debate was further continued, with much zeal, 
between Messrs. Merrick, Grundy, Walker, Hunting- 
ton and others; when Mr. Davis closed the discus- 
sion. He said, upon examination of the bill, be had 
found it good for nothing, and had, consequently vot- 
ed against its engrossment and against its passage, 
and should vote against the reconsideration. 

Mr. D. examined the bill in detail, pronounced it 
cruel, unjust, mischievous and dangerous, and that 
if any bank would receive such a charter, it was 
beeause there was no alternative; it was that or 
none. Mr. D..said as to his being beld up and mark- 
ed as a party wan, he cared very little about that— 





he came there to discharge his duty, and he did not 
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hold the intelligence of the American people at quite 
so cheap a rate as to suppose they could be made to 
believe that any set of nen fad ever advocated an 
irredeemable paper for the currency of the country. 

The question was now taken on the motion to 
reconsider, and decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown. Buchanan,€lay, 
of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, King, 
Nicholas, Roane, Strange, Sturgeon, ‘Tallmadge, White, 
Williams, Wright, Young—18. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Allen, Benton, Clayton, Davis, Dix- 
on, Hubbard, Huntington, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Merrick, Norvell, Phelps, Porier, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall—21. : 

Mr. White moved to reconsider the vote rejecting 
the third reading of the joint resolution for the ex- 
change of books with foreign powers; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Benton wished its third reading then. 

A call was made for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Tappan explained the object of the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Norvell said we had refused to distribute the 
books of a very useful and important kind, and he 
was not prepared to vote for distributing them to any 
foreign powers; he therefure moved that the senate 
adjourn. 

The question on adjournment was taken and de- 
cided in the negative: yeas 13, nays 14. 

-Mr. Tallmadge said there were a number of du- 
plicate copies which could be mutually exchanged, 
with benefit to all parties. The proposition was not 
to distribute, but to exchange. Mr. T. made an al- 
lusion to a vote taken on a proposition to distribute 
the Madison papers and other books, which had been 
so warmly opposed by the senator from Missouri, 
(Mr. Benton), at the last session, which he hoped 
might yet be done. 

Mr. Benton would look out for any such attempt. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported house bill for the support of the army, with 
sundry amendinents; which were ordered to be print- 
ed; Mr. W. giving notice that he would call it up 
at one o’clock to-morrow. 


Mr. Merrick presented a memorial from the may- 
or and corporate authorities of Washington, asking 
that the bill before the senate to alter and continue 
the charter of Washington might not be passed. 


Mr. Norvell said he ‘could tell the chairman of 
the committee for the District of Columbia, tnat he 
did not mean to be dictated to by the councils of 
Washington; and he would then give notice that be 
should call up the bill in the morning, and have the 
action of the senate on it. 

Mr. Merrick disclaimed any wish on the part of 
the authorities to dictate. 

The act for the suppression of Indian hostilities 
in Florida was read a third time and passed. [This 
bill enables the president to accept the services of 
2,500 volunteers, their services to be confined to 
Florida and its immediate neighborhood}. 

At 8 o’clock the senate adjourned. 

July 17. Mr. Wall having read and commented 
upon two sections of the act of March 3, 1817, 
which prohibit others than banks from discounting 
notes, &c. asked and obtained the unanimous con- 
sent of the senate to bring in a bill to remove the 
restrictions on discounting notes and other securi- 
ties in the District of Columbia. 

The bill was introduced, read a first and second 
time, and referred to the committee on the judi- 


ciary. 

Mr. Williams, on leave, introducing a bill antho- 
rising the president, and appropriating $25,000 to 
explore and survey the northeastern boundary be- 
tween Maine, New Hampshire, and the British pro- 
vinces. Read twice by consent, and ordered to 
be ura subsequently read a third time and 
passed. 

. Mr. Smith, of Indiana, offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be instruet- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appro- 
pravon to enable the president of the United States to 

old a council with the Miami Indians for the purpose 
of treating for the purchase of the reserves held by 
them in the state of Indiana, should he deem it expe- 
dient to hold such council. 

The resolution was agreed to, and the accompa- 
nying papers referred. 

On motion of Mr. Mouton, the committee on pri- 
vate land claims was discharged from the further 
consideration of sundry memorials. 

The senate took up the joint resolution, (the re- 
jection of which bad been reconsidered on motion 
of Mr. White), providing for the exchange of extra 
books in the mes library, and of public docu- 
ments for those of foreign countries. 

Mr. Davis asked if the amendment offered yes- 
terday from the committee on commerce for the ex- 
change of certain weights and measures would now 
be in order? 


om 


Mr. Ruggles said he had learned that the amend: 
ment would not be requisite to the object proposed. 


The resolution was ordered to a third reading, 
and subseqtiently read a third time and passed. The 
vote ordering its engrossment was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Davis, 
Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, King, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Merrick, Mouton, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Smith, of ‘Connecticut, Southard, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, Walker, Wall—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Clay, of.Ala. 
Hubbard, Nicholas, Norvyelt, Pierce, Roane; Smith, of 
Inda, Williams—10. , 

Mr. Norvell moved to take up the bill to alter 
and continue the charter of the city of Washing- 
ton. if 

Mr. Merrick objected to the taking up, that the 
changes proposed were very important, involying a 
vast amount of rights and property, and there could 
not be time at this session to give them the consi- 
ceration which, they demanded. 

Mr. Norvell specified the changes which were to 
be made in the charter, said the most of them were 
of little consequence, and that they would require 
very little time.: 

Mr. Merrick said it would take long to decide 
upon them properly, and there was besides no pros- 
pect that the bill would at this session pass both 
houses. 

Mr. Norvell urged the point more earnestly; said 
he had a memorial in bis hand in favor of the bill 
from 300 or 400 respectable citizens, some of them 
very large property holders, and insisted that there 
would. be no difliculty in the bill passing both 
houses. . 

The bill was then taken up by yeas 24, nays 10. 

Mr. Merrick remarked, as the senate had deter- 
mined to take up the bill and apparently pass it, 
after what he had said, he should take no further no- 
tice of the bill or the amendments. 

Mr. Norvell, from the committee, offered several 
amendments; which were agreed to. 


Mr. Tuppan offered an amendment, which was 
agreed to, requiring the elections to begin at 9 
o’clock, A. M. and close at 7 P. M. and that the 
commissioner should declare the result of the vote 
before separating; and if the two boards should fait 
to appoint a commissioner, the electors should 
chéose three, viva voce, to conduct the election. 


Mr. Davis spoke strongly against passing the bill 
at this session on account of the great importance 
of the questions involved, and the want of time to 
consider them. Mr. D. did not know enough about 
them, and his only alternative at this time was there- 
fore to vote against the bill. He alluded to and de- 
preciated the general disposition at this time to re- 
gulate the affairs of the District. 


Mr. Norvell having replied briefly—Mr. Merrick 

asked that the remonstrance of the citizens against 
this bill might be read, The chair said it was io 
the hands of the printer, On the call of Mr. M. 
(he unanimous remonstrance of the authorities of 
Washington was now read. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 
characterised it the remonstrance of men in power 
who were afraid of losing their places, and argued 
in favor of universal suffrage. 
' Mr. Merrick asked (and subsequently moved) 
that the bill uight lie on the table till the remon- 
strauce of the citizens of Washington should return 
from the printer. 

Alter afew remarks by Messrs. Merrick, Allen 
and Clay, of Alabama, Mr. Merrick’s motion tolay 
the bill temporarily on the table was negatived as 
follows: yeas 12, nays 26. 

Mr. Knight said if congress should frame a form of 
governinent for the city of Washington; it was the 
proper business of the citizens to investigate it, and 
adopt it for themselves. This model, if passed, should 
be exhibited to them, and thus congress should as- 
certain wheiher it would be acceptable to them. 
Let them all vote even on the liberal scale provided 
for by this bill, and if a majority were then against 
it, it ought not to be forced upon thein. But if the 
majority were in favorof it, Mr. K. would say amen 
to whatever they would say. 

Mr. Norvell characterised these remarks as altoge- 
ther inappropriate, inasmuch as they were only to 
continue the old charter with twu or three amend- 
ments, 

The bill was now ordered to be engrossed by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay, of Ala. Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Smith, of Conn. Strange, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Knight, 


Merrick, Phelps, Ruggles, Smith, of Inda. Southard, 
W hite—10. 


-Mr. Merrick moved to take up the bill authoris- 








ing the president to ascertain the opinions of the 











people of the District of Columbia, not within the 
limits of the city of Washington, as to their being 
retroceded to Virginia and Maryland respectively. 

Mr. Grundy spoke strongly in opposition to the 
motion. 

Mr. Merrick said the object was only to ascer- 
tain the wishes of the people. 

Mr. Grundy was opposed to that. : 

The bill was taken up by yeas 25, nays 8. 

Mr. Roane spoke with great earnestness against 
the bill. It was a question even whether congress 
had the constitutional power to pass it. He spoke 
of the great anger and excitement which had recent- 
ly been manifested'in the District, and which was 
known to all, and said the public mind ought to be 
allowed time to settle down before proceeding at all 
on a measure of this. kind. 


Mr. Merrick said this measure was not the mere 
result of anger or excitement. It had been stated here 
by a member on the other side of the house, (Mr. 
Walker ), and it was well known that Georgetown 
had a yearago sent in her cool petition to be retro- 
ceded. 


Mr. Roane said he had alluded alone to the pre- 
sent perturbed state of the southern portion of the 
District. The retrocession, it was true, had been 
several times proposed, but was promptly put down; 
and he believed it did not agree with the sober se- 
con thought of the people of the District. Alex- 
andria, in her cool moments, would not receive 
the proposition, hampered and overwhelmed as she 
was in debt. 


‘Mr. Walker again urged the importance of the 
retrocession to the government itself, and insisted 
that without it the seat of governmeut would be re- 
moved, : 

Mr. Grundy again spoke earnestly against the 
bill. 

Mr. Wright moved to lay the bill finally on the 
table, and it was so ordered, as follows: 

YEAS ~ Messrs. Anderson, Benton, Brown, Dixon, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Porter, Roane, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Ind. Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, 
Davis, Henderson, Knight, Merrick, Norvell, Phelps, 
Robinson, Smith, of Con. Sturgeon, Walker—13. 

Mr. Merrick presented the memorial of Messrs. 
Kurtz, Van Ness and Bradley, presidents of the 
Metropolis and Patriotic banks, and of the Fariners’ 
and Mechanics’ bank of Georgetown, praying the 
continuance of their banking powers, and that of 
other banks, on the condition of their resuming and 
continuing specie payments, and concluding with 
the form of a joint resolution, which, if passed by 
congress, would be acceptable to them. 


Mr. Wright moved that it be referred to the com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 


Mr. Allen, with great emphasis, characterised 
this presenting of the form of a joint resolution to 
be acted on by congress as an insulton the country 
represented in this senate. He moved to lay it on 
the table; which motion was negatived as follows: 
yeas 10, nays 25. 

Mr. Tappanasked if a question which had been 
twice decided could be presented agai? The chav. 
Yes, haif a dozen times. . 

Mr. Wright renewed his motion to refer the me- 
morial to the District committee, (Mr. Merrick re- 
marking that this was equivalent to laying it on the 
table); and it was so referred. 

The senate on motion of Mr. Wrighl, proceeded 
to consider the bill from the house making appro- 
priations for the support of the army for the year 
1840. ‘ 

Mr. Wright proceeded to offer, severally, and ex- 
plain various amendments from committee, some 
of the first of which having been agreed to without 
dissent. 

The appropriation ($12,000) for the purchase of 
an island in the Missisippi, near Fort Snelling, was 
debated by Messrs. Calhoun, Wright, Tappan, Bu- 
chanan aud Benton, and agreed to by ayes 18, noes 
17. 

The provision by committee, authorising the pre- 
sident to suspend certain works at his discretion, 
was opposed by Mr. Southard and advocated by Mr 
Wright till the recess. 


Evening session. The senate again proceeded to 
consider the bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the army for the year 1840. 


Mr. Wright explained the object of the 3d sec- 
tion of the amendinent—which was that, in case 
the means of the treasury, from any cause, shoule 
not be sufficient to meet allthe appropriations made 
by congress, the president should be authorised to 
postpone the expenditures for repairs and.improve- 
ments at the Springfield armory ; for repairs and 
improvements at the Harper’s Ferry armory; for the 
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purchase of saltpetre and briinstone; for continuing 
the barracks, quarters, &c. at Fort Leavenworth, at 
Fort.Wayne, at Fort Smith, at Plattsburg, and at 
Fort Jesup, or such and so many of them, or such 

rlions of each, as, in his judgment, after careful 
examination and inquiry, the condition of the trea- 
sury shall demand and the public interests will best 
permit; such postponements, in each case, to be 
wierely temporary, or until the close of the next ses- 
sion of congress. 

Mr. Southard opposed this amendment in a 
speech of considerable length. He was willing to 
make the appropriation for whatever might be ne- 
cessary; but he was utterly opposed to allowing the 


matter to depend on the executive will. It was in|’ 


short transferring the powers of congress to the 
hands of the executive. It would bea step un- 
known to the jegislation of any wrote! | and was 
without precedent and utterly uncalled for. 

Mr. Huntington expressed his regret that his 
health would not allow him to enter into this sub- 
ject as fully as he desired. He condemned the 
amendment as virtually transferring to the president 
a power which ought never to be entrusted to any 
executive. He did not mean to insinuate that the 
president would abuse it; but it was not proper to 
trust such irresponsible power with any man, how- 
ever virtuous or exalted he might be. It was a 
temptation too strong. It gave the power to tlie 
president te select favorite objects, and at such spots 
as best suited his inclination. For that reason, he 
considered it both dangerous and, under the cir- 
cumstances, unnecessary. 

Mr. Lumpkin took a different view. The dis- 
cretion was limited to an intervening period,in case 
the money should not be in the treasury. He could 
not see any alarming features in the measure. 

Mr. Wright defended the amendment at length, 
declaring the committee had no other alternative 
than to make it discretionary with fhe president, 
who could best tell from the informatica in his pos- 
session where the expenditures might be suspended 
with least injury to the public service. 

Mr. Southard spoke for near an hour against the 
amendment in ali its phasis, and replied to the ar- 
guments of Mr. Lumpkin and Mr. Wright. The 
readiness with which gentlemen were willing to 
give discretionary power to the executive was mat- 
ier ol regret to him. “There is no danger,” (say 
gentlemen). That was the same siren song sung 
in Athens and Rome ualil liberty was lost. 

Mr. Huntington followed jn some remarks ex- 
planatory to Mr. Wright. 

Mr. Buchanan could see nothing in this measure 
to excile alarm or create fear for the destiny of the 
republic: What wasit? Why, simply to say to 
the president that, in case there were no means in 
the treasury, he had the power to suspend opera- 
lion in certain works which congress had named. 
was limiting diseretionary power, not extending 
it. 

Mr. Hubbard spoke for some time, and with much 
zeal, in defence of the amendment. He alluded to 
the bill which had passed at a prior session, where, 
al one sweep, discretion was given to the president 
to raise 50,000 men and 10,000,000 dollars, and yet 
nothiag had then been said about discretionary 
power. 

Mr. Southard drew a wide distinction between 
the time when the country was threatened with a 
war with one of the most powerful nations of Eu- 
rope,and discretionary power granted in time of 
peace when there was no necessily for it, and when 
it would be setting a dangerous precedent. Mr. 8. 
said he had two distinct acknowledgments from the 
senator from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hubbard): ist. 
That the treasury might be incompetent to meet the 
expenditures; and 2d. ‘That these items were not 
indispensably necessary. If (said Mr. S.) thatis 
the ground on which the senator stands, I put it to 
him and the whole senate whether it would not 
have been wiser to have stricken out those items 
than to leave the matier to executive discretion ?— 


‘The money was in the treasury, or it was not. If 


it was not, why make the appropriation? They haa 
ho right to throw the responsibility on the presi- 
dent—it belonged to congress. 


Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Southard kept up the 


keen encounter of wit in the further discussion of 


the principles contained in the amendment? 


Mr. Tulimadge offered the following amendment, 
and urged the importance of it to the unobstruct- 
ed navigation of the Hudson river, aud the preser- 
vation of the public works : 

Fifty thousand dollars, to be expended under the di- 
rection of the war department in continuing such part 
of the public works already commenced as may be 
most indispensable, for the haprovement of the Hudson 
river above and below Albany; in dredging and re- 
moving obstructions formed in said river near such 
works; in making necessary repairs for the preserva- 


tion of the existing public works on that river; and in 
providing for the care and preservation of the machine- 
ry Bae other public property connected with the said 
works. 
' Mr. Wright opposed the amendment, and it was 
rejected. | 

Mr. Buchanan moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing an appropriation of $6,000 for an outfit for the 
minister resident at Constantinople. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, opposed it. He said it 
was distinctly understood at the time when com. 


be no outfit, and he hoped that it would not be in- 
troduced in this bill. 
Mr. Benton and Mr. Walker both advocated it. 
Mr. Southard did not like the idea of making 
outfits years after the post of resident minister had 
been created. If the senator from Pennsylvania 
would move to place com. Porter on the saine 
| ground with other ministers, hie would cheertully 
give it his support. He thought at the present 
juncture it was all-important to have a competent 
ininister at the court of the sultan. 

Mr. Buchanan spoke from personal knowledge of 
the inadequacy of the salaries to maintain ministers 
as gentlemen in foreign countries. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, called for the yeas and 
nays, when there appeared for it: yeas 19, nays 15. 

Mr. Tallmadge now offered the following amend- 
nent; 

That $6,000 be expended under the direction of the 
seeretary of war, in making the necessary repairs for 
the preservation of the public works on Hudson river, 
above and below Albany, and providing for the care 
and preservation of the machinery and other public 
property connected with said works. 

Mr. I. again pressed on the senate the necessity 
of the adoption of the amendment. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
rejected: yeas 13, nays 21. 

Mr. Strange moved to amens the bill by appro- 
priating $5,000 for the purchase of a town lut ad- 
joining the site of the arsenal at Fayetteville, in N. 
Carolina. 

The question having been taken on the amend- 
ment, it was negatived. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to insert an appro- 
priation of $12,000 for the purchase of an island at 
the confluence of the St. Peter’s aud Mississippi 
rivers. 

This motion was debated at some length by 
Messrs. Buchanan, Henderson, Clay, of Alabama, 
Walker, and others. 

The motion was adopted by a vote of 16 to 13. 

The questidh was here taken on agreeing with 
the committee in vesting the discretionary power 
in the president to postpone certain expenditures, 
and adopted. 

Mr. Strange here renewed his wotion to amend 
the bill by inserting the appropriation 0: $5,000 for 
the purchase of the site adjoining the United States 
arsenal near Fayetteville. _ 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, when 
there appeared for it 16, agaiust it 16; s0 the mo- 
tion was lost. 

The question was then taken on the engross- 
ment, and carried. 

The private calender was taken up, when a num- 
ber of bills were considered in coinmittee of the 
whole, and ordered to be laid on the table. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

July 18. Mr. Merrick presented the memorial of 
several hundred citizens of Alexandria city and 
county, praying that they might be receded by 
congress to the state of Virginia. The memorial 
was in two forms; one of thet simply asking a re- 
trocession, the other assigning as a reason for it the 
oppressions of the governinent, under which they 
were now suffering. Read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, with the aggregate number 
of names. 

Also, the memorial of the stone-cutters and other 
| laborers on the new treasury building, asking to be 
remuuerated for the two months’ time which they 
were out of employ for the alleged want of an ap- 
propriation by congress. Alier a few remarks by 
Mr. Merrick and Mr. Grundy tor, and by Mr. Huod- 
bard against, the petition, it was referred to the 
committee on the public buildings. 

Mr. Davis presented the petition of John Ross, 
in behalf of certain Indian warriors, and praying 
pensions for them. Mr. D. also obtained leave for 
Mr. Ross to withdraw the papers heretofore pre- 
sented on this subject. 

On wotion of Mr. Davis, the committee on com- 
merce were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of a great variety of subjects; the repeal of the 
act of March, 1837, buoys and a harbor in Dela- 
ware bay, lighthonse on Brandywine shoals, fog 
bells near Boston, &c. 

Mr. Knighi, from the committee on contingent 
expenses, reported, with amendments, the resolu- 





Porter was raised from a charge that there was to} 








tion referred to them allowing extra compensation 
to the officers of the senate. | 

Mr. Fulton submitted a substitute, with larger 
sums than those proposed by the committee. 

' After considerable discussion, the substitute of 
Mr. Fulton was agreed to, by yeas 33, nays 7; and 
in this forin the resolution was ordered to a third 
reading, and, by consent, read a. third time and 
passed, hy yeas 31, nays 8. 

The bill to alter and continue the charter of the 
city of Washington having been read a third time— 

Mr. Norvell remarked that a portion of the bill 
had been accidentally omitted, and he desired that 
it might be supplied. 

The chair.. It can be done only by unanimous 
consent. sive 

Mr. Merrick would not object, but he proceeded 
to remark on the great haste with which this bill 
had been pressed forward, in. spite of the earnest 
remonstrances of himself, Mr. Davis and others.— 
After the bill was in this manner ordered to be en- 
grossed, it was found that there was, an. extraordi- 
nary omission of a portion of the bill. Mr. M. 
inade these remarks simply for the purpose of 
showing, a fortiori, that it so great and paipable 
ac omission could get through the senate in its 
hurry of proceeding, how inuch more might w rong, 
iinportant anc intricate provisions thus get through 
without dne consideration, even if they were dis- 
covered at all. 

Mr. Norvell nade some self-exculpatory remarks, 
to which Mr. Merrick disclaimed ali design of giv- 
ing any occasion. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, remarked that there was 
evidently uot time to perfect the bill, and he de- 
sired it, therefore, to be laid on the table. 

Mr. Davis remarked on the unusual marner in 
which this momeutous measure had been forced 
through the senate. He would now say nothing of 
the character of the billitself, But, in addition, as 
the senator from Alabama thought there was no 
time to mature the bill, Mr. D. would object to its 
receivibg any amendment. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, gave notice that he would 
move in this matter at the earliest periud of the 
next session, aud moved to lay the bill on the table, 
which was done without dissent. 

‘Tbe bill to amend the act to grant certain relin- 
guished and unappropriated. lands to, the state of 
Alabawa for the purpose of improving the naviga- 
tion of the Tennessee, Coosa, Cahawba, and Biack 
Warrior rivers, having been read a third time, 

It was discussed at some length by Messrs. 
Grundy, Clay, ot Alabama, and Culhoun, and on 
motion of Mr. Grundy, laid on the table for further 
ainendiment at the next session. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Merrick, took up 
(by yeas 22, nays 13) the joint resolution to cede, 
on certain conditions, the stock of the United 
States in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal to the 
state of Maryland. 

_ Mr. Merrick explained and advocated the resolu- 
tion, remarking on the existing delay in the pro- 
gress of the woik, and urging the great desire of 
Maryland that it should be completed, and the pro- 
bability, or rather certainty, that the United States 
would appropriate no more money, and could re- 
ceive no profit fiom the work without such appro- 
priation. 

Mr. Calhoun said it was too late in the session to 
act upon this bili, but, at the next session, Mr. C. 
would be in favor of a relinquishment by the ga- 
verniment of all rights of this kind. 26 


Mr. Merrick said Maryland was $7,000,000 ip 
debt, and must lose the inierest on this sum unless 
the canal should be completed. The interest of 
(hat sum for one year was to her very important 
and if congress should now pass this resolution, the 
government of Maryland would forthwith convene 
ihe legislature, they would compiy with the terins 
the completion of the work would be hastened and 
Maryland saved from very heavy losses, arty 

Messrs. Tappan, Smith, of Connecticut. Walk 
Benton and Alien spoke in favor of oe: 
relinquishment of ihe stock by the United States, as 
that which would yield them no profit, and by them 
ought never to have been possessed. 

he resolution was ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Allen, the bill for the issue of 
certain general land. warrants was considered and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

‘The joint resolution trom the house, authorising 

ny > 


the senuing of certain bills between the two houses 
was received auc agreed to. : 


Mr. Fulion, from the committee on the’ public 
buildings, reported a joint resolution providing for 
a due compensation to the laborers on the treasur 
building for the loss of their time. Read twice, te 
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Evening session, The joint resolution reported 
from the committee on public buildings, to provide 
compensation for the stone cutters on the public 
buildings, was taken up, and, after being so 
amended as to include “other mechanics,”’ was or- 
dered to be engrossed. ; 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, the joint resoiation 
ceding the stuck of the United States in the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal to Maryland, on certaia con- 
ditions, was read a third time and passed. 

The senate then took up the bills from the house 
on the general orders and disposed of the same. 


Mr. Merrick now moved to take up the joint re- 
solution which had been ordered to a second read- 
ing, chartering the banks of the district for one 
year, upon condition of their paying specie, &c. 

Mr. Tappun said ‘he objected to taking up the 
time of the senate, which could be more profitably 
employed than in discussing the chartering of bro- 
ken banks. ‘These institutions seemed determined 
not to take ‘‘no” for an answer, but had again 
thrust themselves forward to plague the senate with 
their importunities. He thought ita very strange 
course of proceeding. 

Mr. Merrick said the subject had been fully dis- 
cussed before, and he would not again trouble the 
senate with any remarks. He was extremely de- 
sirous, for the sake of the interests of the people of 
this District, that the resolution should be passed 
on, and he really hoped the senator from Ohio 
would not object to its being taken up and dis- 
posed of. 

Mr. Tuppan. Lask the yeas and nays on the 
proposition to take it up, 

he yeasand nays being granted, there appeared 
for it 22, against it 13. 

Mr. Allen moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out all alter the enacting clause and insert- 
ing the bill which had been ordered to be engrossed 
and afterwards rejected by the senate. [The bill 
made the stockholders liable, prevented the banks 
frown paying other than theirown notes, and provid- 
ed for redeeming all their liabilitiesin specie, &c]. 

~Mr. Merrick made an explanation in relation to 
the subject. - 

Mr. Grundy gave his reason why he should feel 


himself bound to vote against the proposition of 


the senator from Ohio. He regarded the whole as 
a mere temporary measure for the relief of the 
people of the District. 

Mr. Allen asked the yeas and nays. 

The question was debated with more than ordi- 
nary zeal by Messrs. Allen, Southard and Hender- 
son, When the question was taken on the adoption 
of Mr. Allen’s substitute, and decided in the nega- 
tive: yeas 9, nays 21, 

Mr. Tappan here moved to strike out those sec- 
tions in the bill relating to the restrictions of con- 
fining the power to issue notes to the banks. Mr. 
T. made a long speech in favor of the principles 
of free banking, but the motion was lost by a very 
large inajority. 

r. Allen then moved to add a provision to the 
re making stockholders liable for the debts of the 
anks. 

On this proposition a long debate ensued, Mr. 
Allen contending for its propriety, and Mr. South- 
ard denouncing it as unjust to make widows and 
others who were stockholders liable beyond their 
contracts. 

The question was here taken on Mr, Allen’s mo- 
tion’ and negatived: yeas 13, nays 21. 

The question was now taken on ordering the 
joint resolution to a third reading and decided in 
the affirmative: yeas 21, nays 12, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Clay, of Alabama, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, 
King, Merrick, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Swrange, Sturgeon, ‘Tall- 
madge, White, Young—21. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Hubbard, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Norvell, Pierce, Tappan, Walker, 
Wall, Wright—12. 

Mr. Wright asked to take up the bill from the 
house making appropriations tor the support of the 
navy for the year 1840. Mr. W. said the house 
had thought proper to strike out the amendment of 
the senate making an appropriation of $30,000 for 
the survey of the southern coast from Apalachi- 
cola to the mouth of the Mississippi river, because 
it was prohibited by a rule of that body from at- 
taching appropriations to any bill that bad not 
been recommended by the department. The mo- 
tion pending was, that the senate recede froin said 
amendment. : ; 

On this motion a very warm and animated dis- 
cussion ensued, in which Messrs. Henderson, 
Southard, Walker and others insisted that the senate 
ought not to recede. The debate lasted to a very 
Jate hour, when the question was taken on receding 
and decided in the negative: yeas 10, nays 18. 


, 





The house bill making appropriations for the 
current and contingent expenses of the Indian de- 
partment having heen reported from the committee 
on finance without amendment, was read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Merrick moved that the joint resolution re- 
lating te the banks of the District have its third 
reading now. 

Mr. Allen. I object. [The rule being. impera- 
tive, the resolution could not be read}. ) 

Mr. Merrick asked to intiuduce a resolution sus- 
pending the 16th joint rule so far as to allow the 
resolution to be embraced under its provisions. 

Mr. Tappan here objected, when Mr. Merrick 
gave notice of bis intention to call the question up 
on Monday. 

Ata very late hour, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday, July 14. Mr. Chapman, of Towa, ask- 
ed leave to offer a resolution setting apart to-mor- 
row (Wednesday) for the consideration of territo- 
rial business—to take precedence of all other. 

Mr. Petrikin objected. 

Mr. C. then moved a suspension of the rule, and 
asked the yeas and nays, which were refused. 

And the question being taken, the house refused 
to suspend the rule. 

Mr. Cooper, of Pa. moved a suspension of the 
rule, for the purpose of offering a preamble and re- 
solutions respecting the insurance of public build- 
ings, together with the archives, &c. which was 
refused. 

Mr. Hoffman (on leave given) presented two 
memorials—one from the chamber of commerce, 
and the other from the board of trade of N. York, 
against the revenne bill now before the committee 
on inanufactures; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Chapman, of Ala. asked leave to offera 
resolution instructing the committee on the judi- 
ciary to report forthwith a bill prohibiting the en- 
listnent of negroes or colored persons in the navy 
or army of the United States. 

Objection having been made, Mr. C. moveda 
suspension of the rule, aud asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, 

Mr. Botts, moved a call of the house, which was 
not ordered, yeas 29, nays 112. 

The question recurring on the motion to sus- 
pend the rule, Mr. Briggs moved to lay it on the 
table, Mr. Rives asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. Messrs. Stanly, Botts and Proffit, 
asked to be excused from voting and gave their 
reasons therefor, Mr. Botts, after giving his rea- 
sons withdrew his proposition to be excused. The 
house refused to excuse Messrs. Stanly and Proffit. 

And the motion to lay on the table the motion to 
suspend the rule having been withdrawn, the ques- 
tion recurred, and was taken, on the motion to sus- 
pend the rule; and was decided in the negative— 
yeas 107, nays 73. So (two-thirds not voting in 
the affirmative) the rules were not suspended. 


On motion of Mr. Briggs the rules were suspend- 
ed, and the house reSolved itself into committee of 
the whole on the state of the union (Mr. Evans, of 
Maine, in the chair) on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the army for the year 1840; 
the pending question being on the motion of Mr. 
Jones to amend the bill by inserting an appropria- 
tion of $300,000 for the suppression of Indian hos- 
tilities in Florida. 

Some explanations took place between Messrs. 
Kemble, W. Thompson and Munroe. The amend- 
ment was debated by Messrs. McKay, Jones and 
Adams, but before Mr. Adams, had concluded, the 
chairman announced the hour of half past two, 
when the house took a recess until 4 o’clock. 


Evening session. Mr. Adams resumed the speech 
he had begun previously to the recess, and con- 
tinued until a quarter before 8 o’clock when he took 
his seat, and Mr. Boéts obtained the floor, and mov- 
ed that the committee rise. The question being 
taken and no quorum voting the committee rose 
and the chairman reported that no quorum having 
voted the committee were unable to proceed. Mr. 
Wise moved to adjourn, negatived, yeas 26, nays 
105. On motion of Mr. Lincoln, the house returned 
into committee of the whole; and the question be- 
ing on Mr. Boil’s motion to rise—Mr. Botis with- 
drew the motion, and commenced his speech on the 
bill; but, having proceeded a short time, he yield- 
ed to a motion by Mr. Taliaferro that the commit- 
tee rise. The motion prevailing, the committee 
thereupon rose. 

In the house, Mr. Stanly moved to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and, being 
taken, resulted_as follows: yeas 34, nays 52. So 
the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Dana moved a call of the house. The yeas 





as follows: yeas 44, nays 46. Soa majority refus. 
ed to order a call. 

Mr. Taliaferro moved to adjourn. The yeas and 
nays were again called, and resulted as follows: 
yeas 39, nays 53. No quorum having voted—Mr, 
Dana again moving a call of the house. And the 
vote being taken by yeas and nays, stood yeas 70, 
nays39. Soacall was ordered, and, the roll having 
been gone through with, 124 members answered to 
their names, : 

A quorum being now present—The house re- 
turned into coinmittee of the whole, and Mr. Botts 
resumed his speech. [It was now half past 9 
o’clock]}. 

Mr. Bolts continued his remarks, more especial- 
lyin reply to certain queries in a speech delivered 
by Mr. Buchanan, in the senate, in the course of 
which he read and commented on a tabular, state- 
ment exhibiting the increase of expenditures,in the 
government during the last few years. It wanted 
twenty minutes of 11 when Mr, B. resumed his seat. 

Mr. Wise then obtained the floor, and moved that 
the committee rise. 

The question being put, the ayes were 36, the 
noes 48; nu quorum voting. 

Mr. Monroe moved a call of the house, but with- 
drew the motion. Mr. Thompson, of Mississippi, 
renewed the motion. 

[Mr. Pope here, by leave, made a personal ex- 
planation, stating the reason (his presence at one of 
the: departments on urgent business of a constitu- 
ent} why he had been absent during the vote on 
laying the bankrupt bill on the table; stating that 
his vote would have been given in the affirmative, 
as he doubted the expediency, and, in part, the con- 
stitutionally, of that bill.] 

Mr. Wise moved an adjournment. Mr. Thomp- 
son demanded the yeas aud nays, which were or- 
dered. ) 

On remonstrance, however, he withdrew his call 
for the yeas and nays, and the vote being taken by 
tellers, resulted as follows: ayes 30, noes 62. So 
the house refused to adjourn. 

The house was then called, when ninety-nine 
members responded to their names. Absentees 
were called, when it was found that one hundred 
and three members were present. The doors were 
closed, and a long list of excusesreceived. When, 
at 25 minutes past 11, a motion to adjourn was made 
and succeeded: ayes 42, noes 40. 

So the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, July 15. Mr. Stanly moved te amend 
the journal by inserting a written statement of the 
reasons assigned by him yesterday for asking to be 
excused from voting. Mr. Dromgoole objected and 
remonstrated. Mr. Stanly stated why he was so 
desirous the reasons should appear, viz: to defend 
himself from misrepresentation in his own district, 
where he was slanderously represented to be an 
abolitionist; and he demanded the yeas and nays on 
his motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. Banks moved a call of the house; but the mo- 
tion was negatived. 

‘The yeas and nays were then taken on the motion 
to amend, and resulted as follows: yeas 23, nays 102. 
So the house refused to amend the journal. 

Mr. Chittenden, from a select committee on the 
abuse of the franking privilege, asked leave to make 
a report; but it was objected to, and the house re- 
fused to suspend the rules to allow him to do so. 

Mr. Pope asked leave to report the bill on mile- 
age returned from the senate with amendments.— 
Objection being made, he moved to suspend the 
rules to allow him to report the bill, and demanded 
the yeas and nays; but the house refused to order 
them, and likewise refused to suspend the rules, 

Mr. Jones wished to have printed a certain report 
from the treasury department on the existing state 
of the finances; which was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Jones the house then resolved 
itself once more into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, (Mr. Evans, of Maine, in the 
chair), and resumed the consideration of the army 
appropriation bill. 

And the question being on an amendment moved 
by Mr. Jones to insert an appropriation of $300,000 
for the continuation of the Florida war; Mr. Wise, 
who had the floor, went into a speech, very much 
at large, on the conducting of the Florida war, and 
especially in reply to the speech of Mr. Butler, of 
Kentucky, who had attributed the origin of the war 
to an abolition movement. 

Mr. Kiem, of Pa. chairman of the committee on 
the militia, made a brief reply to Mr. 4dams, but 
the hour of recess arriving before Mr. K. concluded 
his remarks, the house took the usual recess. 

Evening session. The committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, (Mr. Evans, of Maine, in the 
chair), resumed the consideration of tbe bill making 
appropriations for the support of the army for the 
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tion of Mr. Jones, o# Virginia, to amend the bill by 
inserting an appropriation of $300,000 for the sup- 
‘pression of Indian hostilities in Florida. ‘ 

Mr. Keim continued his remarks for a short time, 
when, having concluded, Mr. 4dams replied to some 
portions of Mr. K’s remarks. 

Mr. Triplett then obtained the floor, and addressed 
the committee for upwards of an hour in reference to 
the expenditures of the Florida war, and in an ex- 
amination of the monstrosities of Mr. Poinsett’s 

roject for a standing army of 200,000 men. The 
question having been then taken, the ameadment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Carter, of Tennessee, moved to amend the 
bill by inserting an appropriation of $10,000 for the 
construction of a brass bomb howitzer, on the prin- 
ciple of the invention of J. W. Cochrane, under the 
direction of the secretary of war. Rejected. 

And, on motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the 
cominittee rose, and reported the bill to the house, 
with two amendments. ; 

Mr. Ramsey moved the previous question, which 
was seconded. And the main question was ordered 
to be now taken. : : 

’ Mr: Mason, of Ohio, asked that the question 
might be taken separately on each amendment— 
which was ordered. | 

An@ the first amendment—to wit: that which ap- 

ropriates the sum of $19,765 for repairs of arse- 
nals damaged by storm and fire—was coneurred in, 

And the question then being on concurring with 
the committee of the whole on the state of the union 
in the amendment appropriating $300,000 for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida—Mr. 
Mason, of Ohio, asked the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 123, 
nays 23. So the amendment was concurred in. 

And the question then recurring on ordering the 
bill (as amended) to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, Mr. Lincoln said that, having voted against the 
amendment, and being disposed to vote for the bill 
notwithstanding he had done so, he would ask the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered, aud, being 
taken, were yeas 150, 1ays 0. So, having been or- 
dered to a third reading—the bill was read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the rules 
were suspended, and the house again resolved itself 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Dromgoole in the chair). 

Mr. Evans moved that the committee proceed to 
the consideration of the bill to provide for the ex- 
penses of making an exploration and survey of the 
northeastern boundary. [Mr. E. under leave, said 
the bill would not occupy five minutes]. 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved that the committee 
proceed to the consideration of the bill making ap- 
propriations for the current expenses of the Indian 
department, and for carrying into effect the treaty 
stipulations with certain Indian tribes. 

The question was first taken on the motion of Mr. 
Evans, and, by ayes 72, noes 73, it was rejected. 

The committee then took up the bill commonly 
known as the Indian appropriation bill; which was 
read by sections. 

The chairman of the committee of ways and 
meaus (Mr. Jones) introduced a number of inciden- 
tal amendments from that committee; which were 
agreed to without debate. 

Mr. Cushing moved an amendment appropriating 
$5,000 for the purpose of holding treaties with the 
Lake and other northwestern tribes of Indians to 
procure the cessation of subsidies annually paid to 
said Indians. After some remarks froin Messrs. 
Cushing and Vanderpoel, Mr. Jones, of Virginia, 
raised the question that the proposition was not in 
order—not being to carry out any existing treaty or 
law. The point of order was not pressed; and, the 
question being taken, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Wick otfered an amendment (based, he said, 
on an estimate furnished individually to bim by the 
war department) appropriating $3,000 to pay the 
expense of holding a council with the Miami tribe 
of Indians, with a view to the extinction of the 
great Miami reservation in Indiana—the amount to 


be expended or not according to the discretion of 


the president. Some remarks were made by Messrs. 
Wick, Proffit, Rariden and others, when the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. Jones also moved an amendment, to come in 
at the end of the bill, appropriating $45,000 to de- 
fray the expenses of removing the Winnebago In- 
dians from Wiskonsin over the Mississippi, and for 
the erection of a grist mill, &c. This amendment 
was debatet, by Messrs. Jones, Evans and Beil, the 
latter of whom, at 8 o’clock, not being willing to 
address the few members who had not left the hall, 
moved that the committee rise; which motion pre- 
Vailed and the committee rose. 


Mr. Campbell, the chairman of the committee of 


elections, asked leave to present the report of the 





committee on the New Jersey contested election 
case, with a view of having it printed. Messrs. 
Proffit, Stanly, Bell, Wise and others objected; and 
after several ineffectual attempts by Mr. Campbell 
toexptain that the reception of the report would not 
occupy more than two minutes, he moved to sus- 
pend the rules. 

Mr. Wise moved to adjourn; which motion was 
negatived: yeas 38, nays 61. 

After an itieffectual motion for a call of the house, 
Mr. Wise appealed to the chairman of the commit- 
tee of elections as to the propriety of postponing 
the presentation of the report until to-morrow. 


Mr. Campbell replied that he could not consent; 
and at the same time expressed his surprise at the 
opposition to the reception of the report, as in one- 
twentieth part of the time wasted on motions to ad- 
journ, &c. it might have been received and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Lewis Williams then renewed the motion to 
adjourn, and it was negatived. 

Mr. Stanly moved a cali of the house, which was 
not ordered. 

The motion to adjourn was then renewed, but 
without success. 

Mr. Wise said, as the honse persisted in its re- 
fusal to adjourn, he would renew the motion for a 
call of the house. It was evident that Miss Fanny 
Elssler was far more popular with the majority than 
the business of the country, and if the call were or- 
dered, he would suggest that the sergeant-at-arms 
be directed to go to the theatre, where, no doubt, 
the delinquents would be found. The question on 
ordering the call was then taken by tellers, and re- 
sulted: ayes 40, noes 46. So the call was not or- 
dered. 

Several members then simultaneously moved an 
adjournment, which motion prevailed; and at 9 
o’clock, the house adjourned. 


Thursday, July 16. The speaker announced the 
unfinished business to be the motion submitted by 
Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, just previous to 
the adjournment of the house last evening, to sus- 
pend the rules fur the purpose of enabling him to 
make a report from the committee of elections. 

Mr. Craig asked the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion, which were ordered. 

After some conversation, Mr. Petrikin submitted 
to the chair that this was a privileged question, and 
that it was in order, therefore, to reportat any time. 

The speaker decided that it was not a privileged 
question. 

Mr. Lewis Williams moved a call of the house, 
and asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, were: yeas 53, nays 87. So the 
house refused the call. 

The question then recurred and was taken on the 
motion to suspend the rule, and resulted as follows: 
yeas 115, nays 64. So (there not being two-thirds 
voting in the affirmative) the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. Dromgoole then obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed it to Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, who said 
that he had two reports from the committee of elec- 
tions, involving the rights of members to seats on 
this floor, and he submitted that the question was 
one of privilege, and that as such, it was entitled to 
precedence over all other business. 


The speaker decided that a report from the com- 
mittee of elections was not a question of privilege; 
and supported his opinion by reference to the case 
of the contestedelection from the state of Mississip- 
pi which occurred at a former congress. From this 
decision Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, appeal- 
ed. The appeal was spoken to briefly by Messrs. 
Campbell, Stanly, McKay and Cushing. When Mr. 
Turney moved the previous question, which was se- 
conded. Mr. Proffit asked the yeas and nays on 
ordering the main question, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, were, yeas 124, nays 66. So the 
main question was ordered to be now taken. 


Mr. Stlaniy raised the question of order, whether 
certain members from New Jersey, whose names he 
had heard read, (Messrs. Dickerson, &c.) had a right 
to vote. In the early part of the session it was de- 
cided that members from New Jersey could not vote 
in their own case. The reply of the speaker was 
not heard by the reporter, but its character may be 
inferred from what follows. 

The question then recurring “shall the decision of 
the chair stand as the judgment of the house?” 

Mr. Proffit asked the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. And the clerk having called that portion 
of the roll which includes the names of members 
commencing with C— 

Mr. Stanly again rose and inquired whether cer- 
tain members from New Jersey had a right to vote. 

The speaker said the proper time to raise the 
question would be when the call of the roll was 
completed. 





The roll having been called through, Mr. Stanly 
raised the question of order, whether Messra. Dick- 
erson & Co. were entitled to vote? 

The speaker said that this was a mere prelimina- 
ry question of order as to precedence of business, 
and not a question affecting the personal rights of 
the members alluded to. 

Mr. Stanly. Does not this question of order af- 
fect their rights? 

The speaker said that the interest which the New 
Jersey members had was, whether they were en- 
titled to seats or not. The question now before the 
house was a mere question of precedence of busi- 
ness, and the chair, not seeing that they had more 
interest in that than any other, was of opinion that 
the getlemen were entitled to vote. 


Mr. Stanly appealed from the decision, and sub- 
mitted to the chair that the house had already de- 
cided this question. The speaser asked the gentle- 
man to specify when. Mr. Stanly said he did not 
exactly know. | 

Mr, 4ddams. There was such a decision. The 
question was raised during the time that I was in 
the chair. I decided then that the members from 
New Jersey had a right to vote—the question of in- 
terest, as I expressly stated at the time, being not 
their individual interest, but the interest of their 
constituents. The house reversed my decision, and 
the gentlemen were not permitted to vote. And 
now, whether this be a preliminary question or not, 
when I am called upon to vote, I shall vote accord- 
ing to the principle I then assumed, and not accord- 
ing to the decision of the house. 


Mr. Briggs inquired of the chair whether the re- 
sult of the vote would be changed by the admission 
or rejection of the votes of these gentlemen? The 
speaker replied in the negative. 

Some delay took place in looking for the record 
of the decision, during which Mr. Stanly expressed 
himself willing to waive his right to the floor, if the 
chairman of the committee of ways and means 
would consent to go into committee of the whole on 
the state of the union. 

After a few moments, Mr. Adams said that there 
must be a record of the decision. 

The speaker said that the clerk stated he could 
aot find it. 

Mr. Adams. I am not responsible for the making 
up of the journal at that time, or any other. I state 
the fact, however, that such a decision was made. 

Mr. Stanly inquired whether, if he waived the 
question now, with a view to go to the regular bu- 
siness of the country, he could bring it up to-mor- 
row? 

The speaker replied that it would be too late. 

Mr. Stanly then said be must insist on the deci- 
sion of the appeal at this time. After a few remarks, 
in which Mr. 8S. expressed his own opinion to be 
that these gentlemen ought to vote, but said that he 
was desirious that the house should abide by its 
own decisions, he asked the yeas and nays on his 
appeal; which were ordered. 


Mr. Vanderpoel demanded the previous question; 
and there was a second. And the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. And the main question, 
“shall the decision of the chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the house?” was then put. 


Previous to the announcement of the vote, Mr. 
Davis, of Kentucky, rose and said, that he had at 
first voted in the affirmative—but that he would 
change his vote on the ground that these gentlemen 
Were no more entitled to seats in this house than 
any other person. If he could consider them so en- 
titled, he would sustain the decision of the chair.— 
As it was, however, he could not do so. Mr. Mon- 
roe rose and said that for the same reason he would 
change his vote. And the votes of both gentlemen 
were recorded accordingly. 

The speaker then announced the vote to be: yeas 
125, nays 38. So the house sustained the decision 
of the chair, by which it was declared that Messrs. 
Dickerson & Co. were entitled to vote. 

The speaker then announced the vote on the ori- 
ginal appeal taken by Mr. Campbell, of S. C. to be 
yeas 88, nays 95. 

So the house reversed the decision of the chair. 
And it was thus declared that the question of a re- 
port from the committee of elections was a question 
of privilege, and entitled to take precedence over 
all other business. 

Mr. Campbell, of S..C. then made a report in the 
case of the New Jersey contested election—moved 
the printing of the report, evidence, &c. and that it 
be made the special order of the day for Saturday 
next. And Mr. C. demanded.the previaus question. 

Mr. Smith, of Conn. (on leave) presented a re- 
port from the minority of said committee, and mov- 
ed the printing. 

Mr. Proffit enquired of the chairman of the com- 
mittee of elections (Mr. Campbell) whether the 
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evidence was a part of the report?) Mr. Campbell 
was understood to say of course it wasso. Mr. 
Proffit. Then I call for the reading of the evidence 
on both sides. Mr. Campbell sudinitted, as a ques- 
tion of order, to the chair, that the gentleman had 
no right to have these papers read on a question of 
printing. 

‘The speaker said he would decide that point af- 
ter having ascertained whether there was a second 
to the demand for the previous question. — 

Mr. Fillmore suggested to Mr. Campbell to include 
in his motion to print, the journal of the committee. 
‘The suggestion having been acquiesced in (though 
Mr. Campbell remarked that the journal had already 
been printed), the speaker put the question on the 
demand for the previous question. And there was 
asecond. And the main question was ordered to 
be taken, i 

Mr. Fillmore asked that the question might be 
taken separately—first on that portion of the motion 
which proposed to print the two reports—and, se- 
condly, on that part of it which proposed to make 
the subject the special order for Saturday. And the 
division was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Dromgoole also asked for a separate question 
on the motion to print the journal; which was also 
ordered. 

Mr, Proffit then inquired of the chair if it was in 
order uow to call for the reading of the papers?— 
The spevker said that it was. a8 

Mr. Proffit. ‘hen I call for the reading of every 
word, syllable and letter. I am ready to take the 
responsibility of the motion. But I first inake the 
offer to the chairman of the committee of ways and 
mneans to waive the matter for the present if he is 
willing to go into committee to resume the conside- 
ration of the appropriation bill; or take up any other 

‘public business which the chairman might prefer. 

Mr. Jones returning no answer, and several admi- 
nistration members objecting, the reading progress- 
ed for about |alf an hour, when Mr. Dawson, of Ga. 
proposed to go into committee on the Indian appro- 
priation bill. i 

Mr. Proffit assented. But a number of adminis- 
tration members again objecting, Mr. Stanly rose to 
inquire who objected, in order that the country might 
know which party was responsible for the delay of 
public business. 

Mr. Beatly, of Pennsylvania, rose and said, he 
objected; and, speaking in an angry tone, said the 
gentleman could turn his notice to him. 

Mr. Stanly said the member from Pennsylvania, 
(Mr. Beatly) was not worthy of his notice, except 
as a member of his party, to show who objected to 
taking up the public business. 

The reading proceeded for some time longer. 

Two or three other efforts were made by Messrs. 
Bolts and Hawes to suspend it, but they resulted 
unsuccessfully, 

At fifteen minutes past 2 o’clock, Mr, Fillmore 
rose and appealed to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Proffit) to dispense with the further reading. 
This was no time to go into this matter. — | 

Mr. Proffit said he had not forced this question 
upon the house; the house had done so by 11s own 
decision. He had, however, beard of more villany 
going on since the reading of this report commenc- 
ed, than he had had any idea of, he had heard of 
things which he never contemplated, and he wish- 
ed the reading to proceed. The clerk accordingly 
proceeded until the hour of half past 2 arrived, when 
the house took a recess until 4 o’clock. : 

Evening session. The report of the committee of 
elections on the New Jersey case, and also the 
counter-report from a minority of that committee 
having been read at the clerk’s table—_ 

And the question being on a motion of Mr. Camp- 
bell, of South Carolina, chairman of the committee, 
to print both reports together with the journal of 
the committee, and on this motion the yeas and nays 
having been ordered, and the question being about 
to be put—Mr. Campbell inquired of the chair whe- 
ther it would be in order for him to modify his mo- 
tion? 

The chair replying in the affirmative— 

Mr. Cumpbell said that though he had at first 
moved to priut both reports, yet now, after hearing 
the minority report read and knowing what it con- 
tained, he could not include that report in his mo- 
tion to print; and he, therefore, would modify his 
motion so as to include only the report of the majo- 
rity and the journal of the committee. 

Great coniusion instantly arose, many gentlemen 
rising and simultaneously addressing the chair on 
the point of order, insisting that alter the previous 
question had been demanded and seconded, on any 
motion submitted, the mover conld not change or 
modify that motion without the leave of the house, 
because the ordering of the previous question had 
diréct reference to the motion made, and to that 


alone. 





The chair replied that, according to the rules of| 
the house, a member had the right to withdraw any 
motion-he had made at any time previous to a vote 
upon it, and of course to modify it. 


Mr. Bolts, Mr. Fillmore, Mr. Tripleit and Mr. 
Andrews, warmly remonstrated against the unfair- 
ness of presenting one proposition tothe house, and 
demanding the previous question upon it, anc when 
the house, waiving its right to discuss, supported 
that call, then substituting a different proposition, 
after all debate was cut off. The right to withdraw, 
and the right to modify, were dilferent things, and 
one did not necessarily follow the other. 

a noise and confusion in the house was very 
great. . 

Mr. Campbell repeatedly rose to make a sugges- 
tion, but he was called to order, on the ground that 
. discussion was prevented by the previous ques- 

ion. 

Mr. £verelt inquired whether the gentleman’s 
original motion, and his modification of it, would 
appear on the journal? The chair replied in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Clark, of New York, warmly remonstrated, 
pronounced the proceeding a base trick, by. which 
the house had been entrapped, and inquired whe- 
ther ihe chair adhered to its decision that the modi- 
fication was in order? The chair replying in the 
affirmative—Mr. Clark took an appeal from the de- 
cision. 

Mr. Medill, amidst loud cries of order, made a 
reply to Mr. Clark, in which the reporter under- 
stood him to say that the whole course of the oppo- 
sition on the pretended claim of the returned mem- 
bers from New Jersey was an attempt to entrap the 
house. [The din and uproar were, however, so 
great that although at no great distance from Mr. 
M. who was speaking very loudly, the reporter could 
not distinguish his words}, 


The, question was put on the appeal; when .the 
decision of the chair was sustained without acount. 

Mr. Campbell again rose to make a suggestion— 
but Mr. Proffit strenuously objected, and insisted he 
should take his seat. 

Mr. Andrews now inquired of the chair whether 
it would be in order to move a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the previous question had been 
ordered? 

The chair said it would, if the gentleman had 
voted with the inajority. 

Mr. Andrews said he believed he had, but was not 
quite certain. 

Mr. Davis, of Ky. said Ae had voted with the ma- 
jority, and he would move the reconsideration, and 
demanded the yeas and nays. 

The chair said that whenever a reconsideration 
of the previous question was moved, the question 
was always first put on the seconding of the previ- 
ous question, and never on the previous question 
itself; and on the seconding the yeas and nays could 
not be taken, as it was not a vote of the house, but 
inerely the sustaining of a proposal to vote. 


On this dictum of the chaira question of order 
arose, and Mr. Filimore and Mr. &. Garland pro- 
tested with warmth against thus being deprived of 
their constitutional privilege of having the yeas and 
nays recorded. Mr. G. observed that the tyranny 
practised by the majority in this whole New Jersey 
case had been such as was enough to drive freemen 
into open rebellion. Had it come to this, that a 
fifth part of the house were to be deprived, by a 
mere sayso of the speaker, of aclear and certain 
right guarantied to them by the constitution? He 
deinanded a case to be produced where such a de- 
cision had been made. He never had seen or heard 
of such a decision. 


Mr. Turney called Mr. Garland to order. 

The chuir turned Mr. G, toa very-recent decision 
on a case precisely like the present. 

Mr. Garland denied the right of the speaker to} 
make any such decision, and Mr. Fillmore took an 
appeal and demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Briggs inquired whether, alter the house had 
voted on reconsidering the seconding of the previ- 
ous question, if that vote should be in the negative, 
another question could not then be put on the pre- 
vious question itself, and whether on thia_the yeas 
and nays could not be had? 

The chair replying thatit could, Mr. Fillmore said 
that tais was ail be asked for; and he thereupon 
withdrew his appeal. 

The question was then put on reconsidering the 
seconding of the previous question, and decided in 
the negative. 

Mr. Chinn, of Louisiana, inquired of the chair 
whether, after the house had seconded the previous 
question on one motion, the mover could then alter 
his motion soas to make it quite a different pro- 
genie and the previous question remain still in 
orce? 


nara, 


The chair replied that, according to the rules of 
the house, he might. 

oe Chinn then said that the rule ought to be al- 
tered, r 

Mr. Fillmore then moved. to reconsider the vote 
ordering the previous question, i.e. the vote b 
which the bouse had this morning decided that the 
main question should then be put; and on this ques. 
tion he demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 
65, nays 80. 

The question now reeurring on Mr. Campbell's 
motion to print the majority report. 

Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, moved to be excused 
from voting, and was assigning his reasons, when, 
having remarked that, by the manceuvre of Mr. 
Campbell in modifying bis motion, the house had 
been cheated out of the yeas and nays—_ 

Mr. Campbell, with warmth, replied, that, as he 
would not sutier such language te be applied to him 
out of the house, he could not submit to it in the 
house. | 

The chair called. Mr. Davis, to order. Mr, D. 
insisted that he was in order. Much confusion en- 
sued; when Mr. D. said if he was not allowed to 
give his reasons he would withdraw his request. 

The chair said he might state his reasons, but in 
doing so must keep within the rules of order. 

The question was now put on printing the report 
of the ,majority, and decided..by yeas 172, nay }, 
(Mr, Clark, ot New York, voting in the negative), 
So the report was ordered to be printed. 

When Mr. Monroe’s name was called, he said he 
wished to be excused from voting in the house, but 
would not now detain the house by stating bis rea- 
sons, because he intended to give his’ wpinion most 
fully on this whole proceeding when out of the 
house. 

Mr. Smith, of Con. moved to print the-report of 
the minority of the committee. 

The chair decided this motion to be not yet in or- 
der, as the motion of Mr. Campbell, on whieh the 
previous question had been demanded, included the 
printing of the journal of the committee, and the 
question must therefore first be put on printing the 
journal. 

[A dispute here arose whether this was the fact, 
or whether Mr. C. had moved only to print the re- 
pert of the majority without the journal. Mr. Addams, 

r. Andrews and Mr. Jas. Garland testified that 
they had heard the motion, and that it included the 
journal; Mr. Bolts had been under a different im- 
pression, and the entry had been so made. It was 
finally agreed, however, that the printing of the 
journal had been included, and the entry was ai- 
tered.] 

The question then recurring on ordering the jour- 
nal of the committee of elections to be printed— 
Mr Dromgoole demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered and taken, and resulted as follows: 
yeas 154, nays 18. Sothe journal of the committee 
of elections was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Fillmore moved to print the report of the mi- 
nority of the committee. 

Mr. Ramsey demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, put, and carried; and the main 
question being on ordering the printing. It was de- 
cided as follows: yeas 102, nays 68. So the house 
ordered the report of the minority to be printed. 

Mr. Jameson, of Missouri, moved that the report 
of the majority of the committee of elections be 
now adopted and on that motion he demanded the 
yeas and nays. : 

Mr. Fillmore demanded of the chair whether this 
motion, if carried, would not deprive the parties 
concerned from being heard in their own cause at the 
bar of the house, as was the invariable usage of the 
house in all cases of disputed election? 

The chair replied in the affirmative. It would, if 
agreed to, bring the house toa direct vote on adopt- 
ing the report. 

Mr. Triplett inquired whether a majority could 
compel the house to vote on the report before they 
had heard either the parties or the evidence? 

The chajr replied that, as to the power, of that 
the gentleman must judge; but should the previous 
question be ordered, it would bring the house at 
once to a direct vote on the resolution in the report. 

Mr. Triplett demanded that the testimony be 
read; surely, it was oppression—it was the very 
hight of tyranny to insist on his voting before he 
had heard the testimony in the case he was to judge. 
How could he know what he was voting about? 

[The confusion in the house was great—many 
members on their feet remonstrating and disputing 
with each other.] 

Mr. Briggs movec a call of the house, and made 
some remarks which could not be heard; they 
were partly, as the reporter believed, a statement 
of what would be the effect of the vote, and a de- 





mand that, before such an act was done, the whole 
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© house should have time to be present and vote on Mr. Everett moved to be excused from voting on, Iam now called upon (said Mr. L.) to decide 
a so great a question. the question, because he had neither heard the evi- | upon the merits of this great question; to judge, to 
Mr. Turney loudly called Mr. Briggs to order for| dence nor the parties, some of whom, he was tn- adjudicaie, upon my conscience and my oath, upon 
le debating. formed, desired to be heard at the bar of the house. | facts which I do not know, upon evidence whieh [ 
ry Mr. Briggs denied that he was debating the ques- Mr. Monroe, said he should be glad if his name | am told exists, but which I am not permitted even 
e tion. could be included with that of Mr. Everett. to see, whether the silting members are, or are not, 
3. Mr. R. Garland demanded the yeas and nays. Mr. Everett demanded the yeas and nays; which | entitled to their seats. The alternative presented 
e Mr. Monroe asked of Mr. Jameson whether it was} were ordered and taken, and resulied as follows:— | to me, by the resolution of the coinmittee, is to de- 
Ag his intention to force through the house @ vote on| yeas 70, nays 100. So Mr. E. was not excused. clare, blindfold upon my oath as a judge, either that 
that report to-night? If it was—--— When the name of Mr. Rariden, of Indiana, wis | these members are duly and constitutionally elected 
4g Mr. Vanderpoel here called Mr. Monroe to order. | callec, he rose and inquired of the speaker, if the | to this house by the people of New Jersey, and this, 
The chair said Mr. M. was not in order. previous question was sustained, if that would bring | too, against the official credentials, in the first in- 
d Mr. Monroe saitt then he would turn away from} the house to a direct vote upon the question of the | stance, upon the canvass of the returns by the go- 
a, the gentleman from Missouri—he had done with| right to the seats in this house of the New Jersey | vernor and privy council of the state, given to others, 
r. him——and he would turn to the chair, and ask of the | claimants without affording the claimants the right] or to show cause, here and before the ‘country, 
ua speaker whether his friend from South Carolina, | to be heard, or the members of this house the op- | whyI resist the conclusion to which the committee 
(Mr. Campbell )—he believed he might call him his} portunity to hear one word of the evidence upon | have arrived in their resolution, upon a subsequent 
1e@ friend—he would call him his friend, for he believ- | which the right to the seats has been or is to be de- | scrutiny by them of the votes and polls of that elec- 
in ed, after all, that that gentleman did mean to act termined? : tion. Sir, I can do neither, understandingly and | 
Le correctly—had not originally moved the printing of} The speaker said that would be the effect of the conscieniiously, without time and opportunity for 
the reports and papers with a view of their being | previous question, if carried, ; exatnination. I cannot consent, under the solemn i 
>. taken up and considered to-morrow? Yet now Mr. Rariden then said he was against it, as he} sanctions of duty, to substitute the opinions ofa : 
ns the house was called to vote at once, under the pre- | could not guess at a question of such magnitude. majority of one ina committee of nine members, ‘ 
fo vious question. What was the meaning of this gag Mr. Briggs said he most respectfully asked the | (nor, indeed of the whole number, if even such had B | 
law? He would not vote in that house under such | house to excuse hiin from voting on the resolution been the fact), for the convictions of ny own mind bj 
in coersion. , now before them. His reasons were, first: if his|in the required exercise of my own judgment. To 
The yeas and nays were ordered on Mr. Briggs’| mind was made up upon a full investigation of the | do so would be to yield my individual judgmert to f 
rt motion for a call of the house. case, he could not, with his sense of propriety and | that of others, as well as to surrender the judgment 4 
1, Mr. Campbell asked Mr. Jameson to withdraw his | justice, vote to give either set of claimants their| which the constitution and the laws enjoin upon | 
). motion. seats finally without hearing the opposing claim-/} the house toa committee of its members; and, in fi 
{Here the noise was so great as to drown the| ants. But there was another higher and stronger | my opinion, to falsify and violate both by personal } 
he voice of any individual member, and the reply of| reason; it was, that he bad had no means of iuform- | duty and my official oath. This, sir, I will never f 
ut Mr. Jameson could not be heard; he was understood, | ing himself upon the merits of the question. He do. ; 
a- however, as relusing.] bad not heard or read the evidence, and could not| It may not be proper to anticipate the course 
st The question was put on the motion for a call of| act with understanding and with safety. The evi- | which I may be compelled to take, unless excused 
he the house, and decided by yeas and nays, as follows: | dence, consisting of a volume of near seven hundred | from the vote; but this I will say, that whatever a ‘ 
yeas 67, nays 75. So the house refused to order a| pages, had not been placed before the members of} sense of duty and the dictates of conscience shall P 
of call. the house. By voting either way he might do in-| prompt, in a matter so serious in principle, and so 
Mr. Botts inquired whether the parties claiming | justice to the other party. He begged leave to say | momentous in its results to the government and the 
_ seats from New Jersey could not now be heard at| that, in this request, he was not actuated by cap-} people, I will pursne, at any peril of consequences : 
he the bar of the house? tious motives, but by a sincere wish to be relieved | to myself, from the censure of the house. The [ 
he The chair replied in the negative; it would not be| from the unfeigned embarrassment in which he| qnestion being put on excusing Mr. L. it was de- f 
he in order after the previous question had been de- | found himself placed in relation to this important | cided in the negative: ayes 54, nays 89. p 
he manded on the report. subject. This was the first time he had evermade! yy. rowis Williams. for the sar ; 
Mr. Underwood, who bad just returned within the | such a request, and by granting it the house would |) 7). 9), drews. asked to be page rey Darin dite 
ct bar of the house, rose and asked the speaker what | confer upon him a favor, for which they would be -ofased au tee aeee, On} we ROUSE 
=. * the main question would be if the previous question | entitled to his thanks. The question being put, it) ~ ; 4 
3 4 was ordered. was decided in the negative; so the house refused to Mr. Dawson asked to be excused. He said he 
at The speaker answered that the main question| excuse Mr. Briggs. never had directly or indirectly evaded any vote in 
he would be upon the adoption of the resolution report-| Mr. Rives moved to suspend the rule, in order to} that house for party purposes or political effect,and 
n- ed by the committee. make way*’for a motion that the further considera- he would unhesitatingly discharge the duty of vot- 
as g Mr. Underwood said, what! take that question | tion of the report be for the present suspended, and | Ing now il it were practicable, but it was not, for va- 
“- F before the reports are printed? that it be made the special order for Monday next, | rious reasons. He had not had an opportunity of 
ai. (Yes, yes,” was replied by several gentlemen.] | but it was negatived. getting that information which was indispensable 
q Mr. Underwood said, surely it was impossible;| The vote being taken by tellers, resulted as fol- | to his voting citherone way or the other. The tes- 
r- 4 and if that question was foreed, he would not and | lows: ayes 64, noes 94. timony in this case had not been printed and laid 
Al 4 could not conscientiously vote. Mr. Adams asked that he might be excused from | on the table, nor had it been read before the house. 
oh The previous question was now put, viz: “shall | voting, for the same reasons for which Mr. Andrews | He was called to decide, judicially, on a question 
“ the main question be now put?” And it was de-| had been excused. But the house refused to ex- | resting on testimony which he had bad no ineans to 
ee cided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as fol-| cuse him: ayes 49, noes 91. exainine. He considered the whole proceeding as 
: lows: yeas 101, nays 85. Mr. Lincoln asked to be excused. He said that, | “2 warranted by the constitution and contrary to the 
ni 4 So the house decided that the main question on| notwithstanding the votes which had just been gi- rules and practice of the house, and as impairing 
; adopting the report of the committee should now be| ven, he felt himself impelled by the strongest sense | }!8 right to decide for himself. The two reports, 
n, é put. of duty to appeal to the indulgence of the house to| °"¢ from five members of the committee and the 
0 ; Mr. Andrews, of Ky. asked to be excused by the| relieve him from a call to vote, at this time, and| ther from four, gave conflicting accounts of the 
je- house from’ voting upon the resolution of the ma-| under the circumstances, on the proposition of the lacts of the case, and to compel him to decide be- 
“a jority of the committee of elections, because, he} committee. On taking his seat here, he had so- tween them without having heard the evidence was 
said, that resolution was based upon the report of|lemnly bound himself to respect and support the sach an act as despotism itself alone, could perpe- 
rt the majority, and a state of evidence of which it| constitution of his country. That constitution made trate. By yielding to sucha requirement he should 
~~ was impossible for him or any member of this house | the house, and each member of it, as’ a component sacrifice the fundamental principles of the free go- 
vad (not of tbe committee) to know any thing. His! part of the body, ‘the judge of the elections, re- vernment under which he lived. An imperious 
vote upon this occasion would be as a sworn judge | turns, and qualifications of its own members,” and | Sense of duty, therefore, compelled him respectfully 
lis or juror; and.as it had been (as every member of} imposed high and sacred obligations in the dis- to ask to be excused. At this point, Mr. Turney 
ve this house must know) impossible for him to know| charge of this most important of all official func- called Mr Dawson to order. The chair pronounced 
he the extent of testimony and the weight that should| tions. The report of the committee, by a bare ma-| Mr. D.to beinorder. Mr. D. said the attempt to call 
~“ be given to the great mass of conflicting evidence, | jority, presented for the first time this morning,| 5im to order and to shut his mouth from giving his 
he felt that be might subject himself to an act of in-| contains a long and elaborate investigation of the | "#800s was of a piece with the whole proceeding, 
if justice and violence to his conscience as an honest | right uf the silting and the claims of the contesting and was but a part of that tyranny by which it was 
:. man by voting either way. He had hoped that the| members from the state of New Jersey, with refer atteinpted to force him into an act which he could 
proposition to postpone the vote upon the resolu-| enee to aimass of evidence which the committee not perform without the grossest injustice to the 
Id tion until Saturday would have prevailed, and thus| alone have examined, and upon which they have parties concerned, to his own self-respect, and to 
ey have afforded him and all others desirous to know, | raised arguments and deduced inferences tending to! "IS duty to his constituents. The question being 
as jurors called upon.to render a verdict on so im- |-justify the conclusion to which they have arrived in put, the house refused to excuse Mr. Dawson. 
vat portant a Case, something of the testimony upon| the resoludion offered.to the house. On the other Mr. Monroe said he would be glad to be able to 
us i which that verdict is to be founded. He desired to| hand, the minority of the committee have laid be-| say, as the gentleman had who just now resumed 
at | do justice to all parties, and especially to his own| fore the house their dissent to this report, exhibit-| his seat, that he had never violated the rules of the 
rt. conscience. Iie made this motion in all respect to| ing an entirely different state of the case, and com-| house. Mr. M. bad often violated them, and in all 
be the majority of this house, and to such as may feel|jing toa different conclusion thereon. Both these; human probability should do it again on this octa- 
ry that they are prepared to vote, and render a verdict| reports have, just now, been hastily read at the|sion. [Laughter]. When neither the const:tution 
he Upon so momentous a question as that of the right} clerk’s table. ‘They must have been but imper- | nor the law of the land nor the usages of this house 
re. of sovereign states of this republic; and as he hopes | fectly heard, and can scarce have been understood. | called upon him or permitted him to vote, he would 
to return soon to his constituents, he desires to re-| The evidence exhibited with the reports of the ina- | not ask to be excused froin voting. He did not ask 
ny turn to them, having nothing of which he would] jority, which is now on the table of the speaker, in| it. He would assume the responsibility of refus. 
mg feel ashamed, or they justly complain. He, there-|a volume of several hundred pages, has not been| ing to vote. He would assure the house they had 
. fore, expressed the hope that the house would re- | seen by asingle member out of the committee; nor heard the last of him on this matte;; but, as an inde- 
de ; lieve hiin from so unpleasant a position as that of | has it been within the power of any, and especially | pendent representative from the state of N. York I 
ey voting and rendering a jndgment as a sworn judge | did he speak for himself, to know its character, or| do (said Mr. M.) ask the house to hear this: “Mr 
nt 4 in a case, of the testiinony of which he could not by | to consider the effect it should have upon the issue,} Monroe refuses to vote because he has never seen 
e- oe industry on his part have acquired the slightest | so deeply interesting to the rights of members, the the evidence or the report of the committee; he 
le FS nowledge. The question being put, Mr. A. was | sovereignty of the states, and the vital principle of| therefore cannot decide which of the claimants are 
excused. | the representative government. entitled to seats on this floor.” 
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Mr. Waddy Thompson said: I ask the house to 
excuse me from voting on the resolution. Itisin no 
wanton disrespect to the house that I say I cannot 
and will not vote upon the question. This is not an 
ordinary matter of legislation; it is a case where 
in the very terms of the constitution I an: to act as 
judge, and under all the sanctions of that sacred 
character. The case which I am to decide is pure- 
ly a matter of evidence: that evidence is comprised 
in six hundred pages of manuscript, to-day, for the 
first time, presented-to the house, and up to this 
moment it has neither been read nor printed. The 
resolution may be right: how am I to know that it 
is not? I cannot therefore vote no. It may not be 
right: I cannot vote ay. There is but one judge of 
whan either history or poetry informs us, whose 
habit was to decide before he had heard the evi- 
dence: he was the judge of Hell, I shall not adopt 
him asa model. 1 know no case in which an issue 
can be more properly made, none that will better 
show tu the people the extent to which the reckless 
insolence of power has carried the majority than 
this; and it is for that, and not as an idle vaunt that 
J tell you that [ was in my seat when my name was 
called. I did not vote, and [ will not. I defy the 
power of the house to make me vote. Mr. T. was 
not excused. 

Mr. Pope, in some remarks which could scarce 
be beard ainid the noise, stated his inability to vote 
without hearing the testimony: he had not prejudg- 
ed the case, but wished to give an honest vote upon 
it: but how could he, as a sworn judge, do this, when 
he had not heard a word of the evidence? Mr. P, 
appealed, with much feeling, to the majority, for 
the honor of the house, and the honor of their 
party, that they would not perpetrate so great an 
act of oppression. Such a thing had never been 
witnessed since the foundation of the government. 
Never before, in any legislative body in this country 
had persons claiming a seat been denied. the privi- 
ledge of being heard: never had judges been called 
on to decide without hearing either parties or testi- 
mony. Mr. P. was not excused. 


Mr. Sergeant said: I cannot vote upon the ques- 
tion, for the following reason; the question is of a 
judicial nature, to be decided accoraing to the evi- 
dence and the law, and I deem il my duty never to 
render a judgment without being informed of the 
Jaw and the facts of the case; and, in proper cases, 
having heard the parties. The resolution of the 


house to decide immediately upon the coming in of 


the reports, before they are printed, and when there 
is no opportunity to examine them, or to examine 
and compare the evidence, all opportunity for dis- 
cussion and amendment being at the same time cut 
off by the previous question, would be, in my opi- 
nion, to pronounce a judgment without knowledge, 
and a viviation of the dictates of conscience and 
duty. 1 consider myself deprived of my vote by 
being deprived of the opportunity of informing my- 
self howto vote. The question being put, the house 
refused to excuse Mr. Sergeant. 


Mr. Bond also asked to be excused, but what he 
said in support of the request was totally inaudible 
to the reporter. 

Mr. Cushing asked to be excused from voting on 
the question, for the following reasons: the commit- 
tee of elections (said Mr. C.) present to the house 
a resolution, on which the meinbers are called to 
vote. That resolution affirins that certain gentle- 
men are entitled to seats in the house from the state 
of New Jersey. This proposition involves many 
complicated questions of law, and is founded on a 
vast mass of evidence; and I am called on as a 
judge in the matter, under the constitution, to de- 
cide thereon. I cannot decide these questions of 
law without opportunity for consideration, which 
has not yet been given to we. I cannot decide the 


questions of fact without hearing or reading the} 


evidence, which, however, has not yet been sub- 
mitted to ne for that purpose. Under such circum- 
stances, I cannot conscientiously vote either yea or 
nay; for Ido not and cannot know on which side 
the truth lies. 1 am in the condition of the Ro- 
man judges, when they returned a verdict of non li. 
guet. Thus situated, [ cannot and I will not vote 
on the question; but out of respect to the house I 
ask them to excuse me, for the reasons 1 have as- 
signed. Mr. C. was not excused, 


Mr. Proffit referred to the contradictory state- 
ments of the two reports. He had attentively lis- 
tened to them both, and his mind had been balanc- 
ing on the subject, and for this reason he had this 
morning called for the reading of the testimony. 
He asked to be excused, but if the request was re- 
jected, he should refuse to vote. If this were a 
question of dollars and cents merely, the house 
could not refuse; how much less when it involved 
such great principles and such serious consequen- 
ces? Mr. P. was not excused, 





Mr. Calhoun said: I ask to be excused from voting, 
for three reasons, and in three words. The reasons 
are, that I profess to be guided by my corscience, 
by the constitution and by evidence; to all of which 
I should do violence should I vote under existing 
circumstances on either side of this question. Mr. 
C, was not excused. 

Mr. Beil said he could not ask to be excused, for 
he was utterly unable to vote, and as it was not his 
auly to vote under such circumstances, there was 
nothing to be excused from. 


Mr. Saltonstall, of Massachusetts, said he felt im- 
pelled, by a sense of duty, to ask to be excused 
from voting. I am, said he, wholly unprepared to 
vote upon the resolution, and without any fault or 
neglect of my own. The house will recollect that 
I took a lively interest, and had a decided opinion 
upon the question which agitated us seven or eight 
months ago, as to the right of the regularly return- 
ed memberstoseats. Since that timeI have known 
nothing of the progress of the,controversy. I have 
not read any statements upon the subject, and have 
not had ten minutes’ conversation with any. mein- 
ber of the committee upon the evidence in the case, 
or the questions which it presented. How, then, 
can I now vote? How can I undertake to decide 
who are entitled to the seats? 


What is the state of the case?, Several months 
ago the subject was referred to the committee: they 
have been ever since engaged in its examination. 
This morning they have presented majority and 
minority reports, the reading of which has eccupi- 
ed several hours, These reports refer frequently to 
the evidence and to their own journal. The volume 
of evidence which you, sir, have just informed us 
contains nearly 700 pages, was: Jaid upon your table 
with the reports, this morning. It has not yet been 
placed upon ours; ‘neither ‘has the journal, another 
iarge volume.» We have had no opportunity to read 
a word of either. Jhis isa most complicated case, 
presenting very important legal questions, upon 
which an able committee, composed of professional 
gentlemen, are divided in opinion. After a careful 
and laborious examination, they have come to dif- 
ferent results—a bare majority deciding that certain 
persons are entitied to seats in this house, which 
the minority of the committee are of opinion belong 
to other gentlemen. I listened attentively to the 
reading of the reports, until I found that it would 
be utterly impossible to form an opinion upon the 
merits of the case without examining the evidence, 
not doubting that an yet would be allowed 
us for that purpose. I cannot vote understandingly 
upon the resolution. I cannot undertake to decide 
a case which } have had no opportunity to examine, 
without the hazard of doing flagrant injustice. I 
therefore respectfully ask that eel be excused 
from voling. Mr. 8. was not excused. 


Mr. Slade asked to be excused from voting in this 
case, because it is morally impossible to render a 
judgment without being in possession of the case. 
Mr. S. was not excnsed. 


Mr. G. Davis, of Kentucky, respectfully asked 
the house to excuse him from voting on the resolt- 
tion reported by the majority of the committee of 
elections in favor of Mr. Vroom and the other four 
gentlemen associated with him as entitled to seats 
in the house as representatives from the state of 
New Jersey, not from any disposition to avoid the 
responsibility of adjudging the case, but for the 
fullowing reasons, viz: 

Ist. Because he understands the other gentlemen 
claiming the same seats are desirous to be heard at 
the bar of the house in support of their right; and 
it has been a universal usage to allow gentlemen 
placed in such circumstances this privilege. 

2d. Because he considers the bonse in passing on 
said resolution to be acting as a court and himself 
as a judge, and that as such he is sworn to decide 
according to the law and evidence of the case. He 
has never read the testimony in the case. He has 
had no opportunity until this day to understand the 
points on which the several parties rely for a main- 
tenance oftheir rights. And since then he has had no 
opportunity of reading and examining the evidence 
bearing upon the points which arise in the case. If 
a judge of am ordinary court were to proceed to ren- 
der a judgment under such circumstances, I think 
he would be justly liable toimpeachment. Where- 
fore, not understanding the case himself, and not 
having had an opportunity to understand it, he asks 
to be excused from doing an act which he would 
consider as corrupt, and an impeachable offence if 
committed by a judge or acourt. Mr. D. was not 
excused. 

Mr. Stanly hoped no more excuses would be ask- 
ed for. He would ask for none. Let the auajority 
consummate their work. 


Mr. Mason, of Ohio, moved that Mr. Halsted and 


| his colleagues be now heard at the bar of the house. 





The chair pronounced the motion not to be now 
‘in order. 

Mr. Mason thereupon took an appeal. 

The question was immediately put, and the de. 
cision of the chair was sustained without a count. 

Mr. Evans demanded the yeas and nays on the 
main question. 


Mr. Cooper, of Pennsylvania, asked to be ex- 
cused from voting on the resolution, because the 
majority had refused to permit the evidence on 
which it was predicated to be read. He said that 
the evidence was in thé possession of the house, 
but that the members of the house had no opportu- 
nity to read it, or hear it read, since it was com. 
municated in the morning; that the question which 
he was called on to decide by his vote was a ju- 
dicial one; that he could only vote intelligently 
upon it, after he had been made acquainted with 
the facts, and that, if he voted without a knowledge 
of the facts, he was voting in the dark; that, under 
such circumstances, he eould not vote conscien- 
tiously, and did not see how the majority could jus- 
tify themselves to their consciences or to the coun- 
iry, for voting upon such a question, or compel- 
ling others to vote upon it, in entire ignorance of 
the facts. He therefore hoped the house would ex- 
euse him. Mr. C. was not excused. 


Mr. Alford, of Georgia, asked to be excused 
from voting on the question before the house. He 
said the rudest nation of savages never dishonored 
the name of man by condemning a fellow being 
without hearing the evidence. It has been reserv- 


fed (he said) for an American congress, who claim 


to be civilized and intelligent men, to set an ex- 
ainple essentially violative of every principle of 
justice. You demand a decision of this question 
and refuse the hearing of the proof. I demand the 
right to hear it. I have not heard or seen it. I 
could not. It is now prodnced for the first time. 
This isa judicial trial. I am one of the judges; 
iny associate judges require me to decide this ques- 
tion, and refuse to ajlow me to read or hear the 
proof. You dishonor me by your conduct. I will 
not submit to your tyrannical dictation of perjury 
against my conscience. He that conceals or sup- 
presses the truth under oath is as guilty of perjury 
as if he swore to a positive falsehood. And the 
most charitable conclusion, under the ¢ircumstan- 
ces, is, that the evidence is against you. This is 
despotism with a vengeance. But I will not sub- 
mit to its rude and insulting enforcement against 
me. I would suffer death before I would submit. 
I prefer that what little is known of me in the fu- 
ture should be consecrated by martyrdoin for the 
laws and constitution of my country, than it should 
be said or written I yielded for a moment to the 
tyranny of a despotisin so unreasonable and unjust. 
Mr. A. was not excused. 


Mr. Evans inquired of the chair whether the tes- 
timony had been read. The speaker. It has not. 
Mr. Evans. Is the testimony reported to the 
house, and now on the speaker’s table? The speaker. 
Itis. Mr. Evans. I will thank the chair to state 
of how many pages it consists. The speaker, 
(taking up a printed volume). — It consists of over 
600 pages. Mr. Evans. Will the chair state when 
the testinony was laid uponthetable? The speaker. 
To-day. Mr. Evans. As 1 am required to vote 
upon this question, and am utterly unable to do so 
understandingly, without reading the testimony, I 
ask that it may be read. [Several vwices in all 
parts of the hall—no; “no”]. The speaker. It 
cannot be read but by consentof the house. [No, 
no,”’ from all parts of the house, by administra- 
tion members. ‘Read, read,” by whig members]. 

Mr. Evans. If I cannot be permitted to hear 
the testimony, I shall not vote upon it. After 
what has occurred, I do not ask to be excused. J 
will not vote. 

Mr. Botis. In order to correct any misappre- 
hension that may arise from the statement of the 
speaker that the testimony was laid upon the table 
to-day, | desire to state that it was laid upon the 
speaker’: table to-day, but has not yet been laid on 
the members’ tables; nor has it been seen by more 
than nine members of the house, and they the mem- 
bers of the committee. 

Mr. Bell. 1 have never seen it. 
I,” from all parts of the house]. 


Mr. Lewis wanted to ask a question from Mr. 
Campbell, chairman of the committee of elections. 
Mr, Stanly objected. 

[Great confusion, and cries of *‘no, no! order 
‘yes, yes! let him ask!” No, I object”. 

Mr. Hill, of Virginia, asked to be excised.— 
Though he could not promise himself a better fate 
than those who had preceded him, yet he deewed 
it respectful to appeal to the house to excuse him. 
If the majority, without knowing or hearing the 
testimony, were willing, as judges, to pronounce 
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upon it, contrary to the constitution, to the forms 
of parliamentary proceeding, to justice, and to de- 
cency, anc would suffer themselves to be forced 
blindfold to the decision of a case they had not 
heard, they must excuse others who had too wnuch 
self-respect to follow them. Gentlemen might be 
content with sinking their own character and the 
character of this body, without insisting on drag- 
ging others after them. How would they stand in 
the view of the nation? To try the rights of a 
state of the anion on testimony never read, printed, 
or heard? and judge it upon a single vote given in 
a committee? Two hundred and forty free repre- 
sentatives surrendering their judgments to the 
keeping of one cummittee man! Mr. H. was called 
to order, aud concluded by saying he would have 
no part in so detestable a farce. Mr. H. was not 
excused. 

Mr. Rariden asked to be excused from voting on 
the grounds following:—That the only evidence 
which has been laid before this house, or that he had 
ever seen, pertaining to the rights of the claimants 
tothe New Jersey seats, is the certificate of the go- 
vernor of New Jersey, with the seal affixed, certi- 
fying to the rights of five gentlemen to the seats.— 
Nothing has been jaid before the hotise as evidence 
to impeach the certificate, or the right of those five 
gentlemen. Common rumor has impeached it on 
one hand, and the same common rumor sustained it. 
Five of the members of the committee of this house, 
in their report to this house, impeach the certificate 
of the governor, and affirm the right of five other 
gentlewsen to the seats, upon evidence which they 
affirm was brought before them. Four others of 
the same committee vindicate the certificate of the 
governor and reaffirm the right of the first named 
gentlemen upon the same evidence; and he couid 
not decide between these conflicting claims and con- 
flicting reports, and affirm the right of the now sit- 
ting members, in the absence of all evidence except 
the governor’s certificate, which certifies the right 
of five others. Mr. R. was not excused. 

Mr. Rives wished to make a proposal to the house. 

The chair said it could be done only by general 
consent. 

[Loud dissent. Cries of ‘‘no, no, sit down, not 
in order.’’] 

Mr. Rives endeavored to proceed, but his voice 
was drowned in the Babel-like din of sounds. 

Mr. Ogle said he wished to vote on his own judg- 
ment, and not on that of othermen. The commit- 
tee were evenly balanced, four against four, until 
a week or two ago, Mr. P. F. Thomas, of Md. had 
been added. Mr. O. with all respect for that gen- 
tleman, was not to be bound by his solitary vote in 
committee, nor by the report of any committee 
under Heaven. He must judge for himself. Mr. 
O. was not excused. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson asked to be excused. He 
thought the whole proceeding fraught with the most 
alarming evils, and likely to set a most pernicious 
precedent for the future. Whenever high party 
times occurred, this case would be called up as 
sanctioning the abuse of power. The rights of a 
sovereign and patriotic state were involved, and, as 
a state rights man, he never could yield his assent 
to such a proceeding. It was not only a violation 
of state rights, but an infringement on every prin- 
ciple of justice and every safeguard of freedom.— 
Mr. J. was not excused. 

Mr. Hawes and Mr. Triplett asked to be excused 
from voting on the resolution reported by the com- 
mittee of elections, for the following reasons: Ist. 
They are not informed of the facts of the case.— 
2d. They have had no opportunity of gaining any 
information as to the facts of the case. 3d, That 
every usage of this house, so far as they know, is 
overturned and violated by the whole proceedings 
in the case. They state that the only knowledge 
they have had an opportunity of gaining of the 
facts of the case is from the reading at the clerk’s 
table of the reports of five of the coinmittee of elec. 
tions in support of the resolution, and four of the 
committee in opposition to the resolution, both of 
which reports are long, both of which take many 
and contradictory positions, both of which reports 
differ widely in facts and arguments, and both of 
which refer to testimony which they have neither 
seen nor had an opportunity of reading, hearing, or 
considering. That they consider it their duty, in 
Sitting in judgment between the parties claiming 
seats in this house, that the following proceedings 
should be observed, to wit: Ist. That the evidence 
taken by the parties to support their respective 
Claims should be read or printed, so as to afford a 
fair and reasonable opportunity to each member to 
understand it. 2d. That the parties should be 
heard at the bar of the house, by themselves or 
Counsel, in such reasonable manner as to enable 
them to present the facts and arguments of their 
Case. In consideration that they ueither know the 





facts of the case, nor have had an opportunity of 


knowing them, and that the entire proceeding vio- 
Jates all the forms, usages and principles which 
should, in their judgment, be observed, they respect- 
fully ask to be excused from voting. Mr. H. and 
Mr. T. were not excused. 

Mr. Campbell, of Tennessee, asked to be excused 
froin voting on this question. ‘The evidence upon 
which the reports are founded has not been pub- 
lished or printed, nor has it been read to this house. 
[ have not seen or heard the evidence, and cannot 
decide which set of claimants is entitled to seats, I 
understand that the claimants for seats wish to ap- 
pear at the bar, by themselves or by counsel, and 
show their rights to seats, but the previous question 
has heen sustained by a majority, which cuts off 
the reading of the evidence and the righf of the 
parties to appear in defence of their claim to seats. 
Acting now in a judicial capacity, under the so- 
lemn obligation of an oath, I cannot do justice to 
my own conscience or to the parties concerned by 
giving my vote for or against the resolution now 
before the house.” Mr. C. was not excused. 

Mr. Fillmore appealed to his friends to prefer no 
more requests to be excused; they were utterly 
vain. Let gentlemen complete their work, and 
then answer it to the nation. 

Mr. Campbell, of 8. C. moved to adjourn; but the 
house, by yeas and nays, refused the motion: yeas 
75, nays 107. 

The question was now, at length, obtained; and 
being put upon agreeing to the report of the com- 
mittee, (which declares the inembers now sitting 
to have been duly elected, and entitled to seats), 
was decided as foliows: 

YEAS—Messrs. J. Allen, H. J. Anderson, Ather- 
ton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, A. V. 
Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, W. O. Butler, B num, J. 
Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con- 
nor, Craig, Crary, Dana, ‘I’. Davee, J. Davis, J. W. 
Davis, Duan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, East- 
man, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, J. Hill, 
of N. C. Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hopkins, Hubbard, 
Jackson, Jameson, J. Johnson, C. Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leo- 
nard, Lucas, McCulluh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, S. W. Morris, 
Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, Samuels, Thos. Smith, Stark weather, 
Steenrod, ity ye Swearingen, Sweeny, Tay- 
lor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, J. Thompson, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Wick, J. W 
Williams, Henry Wiliams, Worthington—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Botts, Briggs, Carter, Chinn, Chit- 
tenden, Mark A. Cooper, Cranson, Fillmore, Goggin, 
Green, Hawes, James Mason, Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, 
Pope, Ridgeway, T. Smith, Toland, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams—22. 

So the report was adopted. 

The house then, at half past 9 o’clock adjourned. 


Friday, July 17. The first hour after the meeting 
of the house was occupied with propositions to 
amend the journal; a very desultory and protracted 
conversation was occasioned by motions to amend, 
and disputes as to how the facts really stood. At 
length the journal was so far corrected as apparent- 
ly to satisfy all parties. 

Mr. Petrikin moved that the house go into com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union; but 
Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, superseded the 
motion by rising to a question of privilege, and 
thereupon moved to discharge the committee of 
elections from the further consideration of the dis- 
puted election in the Massachusetts 6th district, 
there being no evidence whatever before the com- 
mittee on that subject. Agreed to. 


Mr. Fillmore made a report on the Pennsylvania 
election, concluding with a resolution that Mr. 
Naylor had been duly elected. Mr. Medill, froin a 
ininority of the committee, make a counter-report. 
Both these reports were laid on the table, and order- 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. McKay inquired of the chair whether, if they 
were laid on the table, the vote of less than two- 
thirds would avail to take them up for considera- 
tion? 

The chair said that, as they pertained to a ques- 
tion of privilege, a majority could at any time take 
them from the table. 

Mr. Campbell stated that it was his intention to 
call up these reports on Saturday, 

Mr. Fillmore said that was far from his own in- 
tention, unless they had previously been printed 
and laid on the tables of all the members. 

Mr. Petrikin inquired whether, as the testimony 
had long since been printed for the committee, it 
had not been laid on the tables? 

Mr. Campbell explained in reply. ' 

Mr. Bolts inquired whether these reports would 
be attached to each other, so as to go out to the 
country together? 


The chair replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. Graham, of North Carolina, asked and ob- 
tained leave to make a personal explanation in re- 
lation to a foul fraud or base forgery which he un- 
derstood had been practised on his franking privi- 
lege. Mr.G. stated that, after the adjournment of 
this house last night, he had received by mail a 
highly respectable journal published in Asheville, 
North Carolina, within his own district, called the 
Highland Messenger, in which he was surprised and 
astonished to find the following statement: 

‘“‘We have more than once taken occasion to ad- 
vert to the recklessness manifested by political par- 
tisans of the present day. Our attention has been 
called to this subject again by several packages re- 
cently coming to this district under the frank of 
James Graham, representative in congress, contain- 
ing copies of Dr. Duncan’sspeech. ‘These packets 
were no more sent by Mr. Graham than they were 
sent by us. His name has either been furged, or 
the packets broken open and the doctor’s speech 
put in them after he sent them to the post office. 
In either case it evinces a desperation which we 
would charitably hope is without a parallel in our 
country’s history.’ Oa ei 

After Mr. Graham had read the above extract, he 
stated he was well acquainted with the character of 
the editors of the Highland Messenger, (the rey. 
Mr. McAnally and Mr. Joshua Roberts). They 
were both gentlemen of «8s much veracity and honor 
as any in North Carolina or North America.” One 
of them Mr. Joshua Roberts, was the clerk of a su- 
perior court, and an excellent judge of different 
hand- writings, and particulurly well acquainted with 
his (Mr. G’s) hand-writing. Mr. Roberts at first 
sight detected and exposed this villanous imposition 
in bis useful paper. Mr. G. stated that he was 
generally very careful to guard against imposition, 
and rarely franked a bundle of any papers without 
first examining one of the packages. Mr. Speaker, 
(said Mr. G.) I do not believe Lever did, and I 
know I never intended to send or frank a speech of 


| Dr. Duncan’s to any human being in my life; and 


I now pronounce any and all letters or papers co- 
vering copies of Dr. Duncan’s speech, under the 
frank of my name, to be foul frauds, or base forge- 
ries. ‘This brief explanation is due to myself and 
my constituents, as well as the house and the 
country. , 


The hovse now, on motion of Mr. Petrikin, went 
again into committee of the whole on the state of 


‘| the union, and resumed the consideration of the In- 


dian bill. 

Various amendments were proposed and discuss- 
ed, which occupied the committee till the hour of 
recess. 

Evening session. The committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, Mr. Hopkins (pro tem.) in 
in the chair, resumed the consideration of the In- 
dian appropriation bill, the pending question being 
on the arnendment offered by Mr. Jones, of Va. ap- 
propriating $36,265 40 for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the treaty with the Stockbridge and 
Munsee tribes of Indians, made the 3rd day of Sep- 
tember, 1839, and ratified May the 16th, 1840. 


A very long and animated debate followed, in 
which Messsrs. Davis, of Ky. Barnard, Evans, Van- 
derpoel, Adams, Jones, R. Warland, Biddle, McKay, 
Rhett, M. A. Cooper, Connor and Mason, of Ohio, 
participated. 

After which, the question was taken, and the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Bell moved to amend the bill by adding at 
the end thereof an appropriation of $5,000 for hold- 
ing a treaty with the Cherokee Indians, (including 
the different interests and divisions which exist 
among them). Mr. B. proceeded to address the 
committee, but, after some time, no quoruin being 
present, the committee rose, and the chairman re- 
ported that fact to the house. 


A motion to adjourn was made, and, by yeas 26, 
nays 70, was negatived. 

A call of the house was ordered; after which, (a 
quorum being present), the house again went into 
committee, and resumed the consideration of the In- 
dian appropriation bill. 

The debate on the amendment was continued at 
great length; after which, the question was put, but 
no quorum voted. It was understood, however, 
that the ainendment should be considered as agreed 
to, (the right being reserved to members to vote 
upon it in the house), 

Several ainendments (having reference to private 
claiins) were offered and agreed to. 

Ii was now one o’clock, and the committee bein 
withont a quorum, and having reported that fact, 
various inetiectual motions were made for a call of 
the house, fo adjourn, &c. 


And finally, ata quarter before two o’clock, the 





house adjourned, 
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CHRONICLE. | 
ADJOURNMENT OF congress. The first session of the 
26ih congress was brought to a close at2 o'clock, P. 
M. on Tuesday: the 2ist inst. having continued seven 
months and twenty-two days. ‘T'his session will be re- 
arded as one of the most remarkable that has been 
reld since the formation of the,goyernment. The for- 
tification, army, naval, Indian and West Point appro- 
riation bills, were all passed on the eve of the session. 
By amendments to the three former, the president is au- 
thorised to suspend the appropriations to any extent he 
may deem proper. | 


Army. Seven companies of the 8th regiment, U. S. 
infantry, under command of col. Worth, arrived here 
to-day, from Fort Crawford, (Prairie Du Chien), in the 
steamers Pre-emption and Malta. They will remain at 
Jefferson barracks until September, when, it is under- 
stood they will start for Florida. There are about 550 
in number, and we do not remember of ever seeing a 
finer body of men. (St. Louis Gazette, July 11. 


_ Auientown, Lehign county, Pa. has now a popula- 
tion of 2,439. 


Banks. No act has passed for continuing bank- 
ing powers to the banks of the District of Columbia.— 
The resolution for extending banking powers till the 4th 
day of March next to such banks as should resume and 
continue specie payments (a small boon, indeed, but 
still a symptom of rélenting tyranny) which passed the 
seiiate on Monday, was’not taken up at all in the house 
of representatives. Strentous efforts were made by 
those sterling friends of this District; Mr. Wm. Cost 
Johndéon and Mr. Jemfer to get the resolution of the 
senate taken up, and @ majority of the members of the 


house were willing to take it up. But the consent of 


two-thirds of the members present was necessary to get 
at it, and the obduracy of the friends of the hard mo- 
ney anti-bank policy could not be subdued even by the 
prayers of a suffering people. The banks are left to 
wind up thelr affairs, and get their money in, as best 
they can. { Nat. Intel. 

‘The Charleston Patriot of the 17th inst. says:—We 
understand that a demand was yesterday made by the 
Bank of Charleston on the Union bank, of this city, for 
sixty thousand dollars in the bills of that bank, which 
was promptly paid in specie. : 

‘The banks at Charleston have resumed specie pay- 
ments. ' 


BROWNSVILLE, Fayette county, Pa. has 1,361 inhabi- 
tants. 


Tue Camancne Inpians, it is said, number 20,000 
fighting men. hd 


Corron. AtCharleston, S. C. 1,240 bags sold on the 
18th at 6 1-209 1-2; at Mobile on the 14th 600 bales at 
6 1-4a9 1-2, 

New Orleans, 13th July. Only 333 bales arrived since 
the 7th—14,150 bales have been cleared, mostly for 
Liverpool and Havre—ahout 1,009 for home consump- 
tion. 

Liverpoot, 30th June. Imports of cotton into Liver 
pool; since Ist January, 831,00) bates against 659,000 
in the first six months of last year. Supply from the 
U. Staies 730,099, being an increase of 227,000 bales. 

tock in this port estirnated at 430,000 bales, against 
511,000 at same period last season. Stock of Ameri- 
can about 330,000 less than it was. 

Sales for the week, ended 19th inst. 38,260 bales— 
for that ended 26th inst. 32,390 bales; of the latter 8,720 
were Upland at 4 3:4a6 1-2; 10,090 Orleans at 43-8a 


7 3-4; 8,290 Alabama and Mobile at 43-4a6 1-2; and | 


690 Sea Island at.12a28d. per lb. Of this, 8,509 bales 
were taken on speculation. On Saturday, the 27th, 
the business was estimated at 7,000 bales; yesterday 
about the same quantity, upwards of 5,000 bales hav- 
ing been taken on speculation during the two days. 
The speculative demand continues, as well as a fair 
enquiry from the trade. Fair qualities may be quoted 
5 3.4a6 1-3d. per Ib. and the range of prices 4 3-405 3-4 
and 7d. except for fancy lots of Orleans. 

Liverpool, July 3d. ‘There has again been a large 
business done im American descriptions. ‘The specu- 
lators have been the priacipal operators, the trade hay- 
ing only taken out their reguiur supplies. Yesterday 
and to-day much less has been doing but the market 
closes steadily at an advance upon the lowest sales of 
the early part of last week of 1-4d. per Ib. in the ordi- 
nary and fair qualities, and 1-8d. in the good fair and 
good, frazils, Egyptians and Surats have been in 
more request, and prices have been fully supported. 
5,700 American have been forwarded into the countr 
unsold during the last month. ‘The imports of the week 
have been 56,563 bags. ‘The sales fur the same pe- 
riod, including 16,50) American taken on speculation, 
and 1,239 American and 150 Surat for export, amount 
to 44,490 bags. 

CumBERLAND, Mp. has now a population of 2,384— 
being an increase of 1,222 since 1530. 

Deatus reported for the week ending 11th instant, in 
New York 146; Philadelphia 124; Balumore 36; at 5t. 
Louis, Mo. 17; at Charleston, S. C. 7. 


For the week ending the 18.h, at New York ; at} 


Philadelphia 163, of which 69 were under two years 
of age; at Baitinore 51, cf which 15 were colored per- 
sols. 


Dancine. - Miss Elss!er having perfurmed_ before ‘this. 


: tobacco, 


overflowing houses in New York, Philadelphia jand 
Washington, is now showing ler graces to the Dalti- 
moreans. 


Stock on hand, 66,000 bales. 3 


‘| for governor was over 800. 





Taglioni is creating a great sensation in London in 
the bailet L’Ombre, in which she represents the shade. 
A morning paper thus speaks of her—*The graceful, 
the fairy-like Tughoni-—the poetess of the dance, whose 
every step is the impersonation of the beautiful ideal, 
the incarnation of the beautiful,.danced as usual, with 
her unequalled, expression. She glided over the stage 
like a phantom of the brain; and when she vanished 
it was not the departure of anything created—she ab- 
solutely appeared to dissolve. Unconsciously the fluw- 
ers bore her weight, and the waters were undisturbed 
by the pressure of her foot. Her dancing was all poe- 
try and soul.” 9 


Excuance at New York on Philadelphia 97 1-4; on 
Baltimore 97 3-4. 


Four. . Prices at Boston $5; at New York $4 62 for 
Genesee and $5 25 for Gorgetown; at Philadelphia 
$4 75a%5; at Baltimore receiving prices $4.75a4 87 1.2 
selling prices $5 12 1-2; Georgetown the same; at Mo- 
bile $5; at New Orleans $4; at Wheeling $2 75. 

Exports last week from Philadelphia 1,870 barrels, 
of which 1,770 to the West Indies. In consequence 
of orders received by the steamers, 16,000 barrels were 





sold on Monday last for England at6 cents advance. 
The inspections of last week in Baltimore amounted ° 
te iS barrels and 569 half bbls. (For prices see | 
wheat). ) 


Hartrorp, Conn. now contains 12,793 inhabitants, ' 
being an increase of 3,176 in:the last ten years. 


Levis, the late cashier of the Bank of Schuylkill, has 
been arrested at Paris by Mr. Newell, a director of the 
bank, and will shortly sail for America. | 


Louisiana ELecTion. Returns so far as received ex- 
hibit the following results as compared with previous 
elections: 














President Governor Congress 
~ . 1836. 18338. 1840, 
Parishes. VB WwW. VB WwW. VB. WwW. 
Avoyelles 41 184 93 §=235 
Ascension 159 50-221 99 186 237 
Assumption 84 102 © 326 173 181 394 
Cattahoula 
and Caddo =—_- 85 66 46 190 
Carroll and 
Caldwell 63 54 196 8101 
Conicordia 49 Skeet 40°07 mj.103 
Claiborne 26 87: 183 151 
E. Faliciana 296 150 290 328 69mj. 
E.Baton Rouge214. 170 222 — 232 mj.92 
Iberville “Ot 60 184 144 17m}; 
Jefierson 26 40 -11L .220 87 272 
Lafourche int. 53 160 126 293 22 = 280 
Livingston 100 = 100~—Ss:107 61 141 130 
Lafayeite and 
Madison 158 36 «6411 = 166 
Natchitoches 1374 98 206 135 483 289 
N. Orleans 665 676 1,550 1,542 674 1,793 
Oachita 129 99 « 319” ./ 128 
Plaquemines 44 9 159 65 253 10 
Point Coupee 4] 40 165 44 1]mj. 
Rapides 120 °- 175 270 367 42}. 
St. Bernard 35 10 179 114. 211 72 
St. Charles 33 1 54 29-46 18 
St.John the Bap. 4 0.33 -, 13% 72.136 
St. James 22 45 90° 280 13. 445 
St. Helena 264 60 176 131 227 164 
St. Tammany 19¢ 60 107 113 116 186 
St. Mary 63. 142 133 202 86 314 
St. Martin 36 109 163 = =.250 mj.223 
St. Landry 165 +334 ° 199 431 330 544 
Terrebonne 50 95 57. 269 7 145 
W.Baton Rouge 28 80 67 147 mj. 23 
W. Feliciana 153 98 189. 176 101m). 
Washington 183 37 87 166 136 148 
3.653 3333 6696 7,533 


Governor White (W.) is re-elected tocongress from the 
first district by a majority of 2,015, The votes were E. 
D. White 3,802; G. Leonard 1,757. Mr. White’s_ ma- 
jority in 1833 was 919. 

In the second district the vote as reported stands, J. | 
B. Dawson administration 790; T. G. Morgan whig | 
777. Mr. Dawson’s majority in this district in 1838 


In the third district Mr. Moore the whig candidate 
leads Mr. Winn, admiuistration, above 800 yotes, as 
far as ascertained. ‘l'ie admiuistration districts are yet 
to be heard from. 


_ The legislature. The senate stands eight administra- 
tion and eight whigs, and one whig district to be heard 
from—17 members. 


_ The house, consists of 50 members—14 administra- 
tion and 26 whigs, so far, are elected—10 to be heard 
from. 

The aggregate vote of the state will be decidedly in 
favor of the whigs. 


Tue NEAPOLITAN INDEMNITY. The seventh instal- 
ment was paid in gold at Naples on the 8th June and 
received atthe bank ef America in New York on the 


18th July. 


Oats. The ship Henry sailed from Philadelphia | 
last week for London, with 33,750 bushels of vats, 
which isa new article of export to that country from 
She took besides 1,000 bushels corn ‘and 70 hhds. 


— 


 Sup-TReasurers. The bill for the more eflectiial 
security of the public money, by providing penal enact. 
ments against defaulting sub-treasurers, which passed 
the senate, was lost in the house, ne attempt having 
been made to callit up. 


Tae Revenve. No bill was passed to raise money, 
asked for by the secretary of the treasury, to meet a de. 
ficiency of revenue; but in lieu of it, a provision hag 
been incorporated into three of the appropriation bills 
to authorise the president of the United States to exe. 
cute or not, at his pleasure, certain of the appropriations 
actually made by congress. In the army appropria- 
tion bill the amount thus placed at the disposal or the 
president, is one million two hundred thousand dollars, 
lhe navy and thé fortification appropriation are in lile 
manner at the disposition of the president. 

Among the bills which have failed by not being 
finally acted upon at the late session of congress, is 
the bill for further securing the collection of the duties 
on .umports, (Mr. Adams’ bill). This bill, after it had 
passed the house, underwent a long debate in, the se- 
nate,.and also passed that body, with amendments, 
which amendments brought the bill back to the house. 
Those amendments were never acted upon, and so the 
bill was lost. It is said that its passage would have 
added more than a million of dollars a year to the re- 
venue. ‘ 


' Szavers. The British armed schooner Pickle was 


seen on the 5th inst. in full chase of the brig Urraca, 
and a slave schooner, name unknown, who were scud- 
ding for the port of Jaruco; coas: of Cuba. 


Stocks. 764shares U.S. bank sold at New York on 
the 19th at 70a701-4; on the 21st 20 shares sold at 
67 1-2; at Philadelphia same day, sales at 70a70 1-2; at 
London on the 3d inst. U.S. 'shares had fallen to £15. 


STeEamBoats. Captain Rowe and James Rowe, of 
the De Witt Clinton, and capiain Hancox and Joseph 
Lenex, of the Napoleon, which recently came in. colli- 
sion in New York harbor, have been held to bail in 
the sum of $5,000 each, to answer the indictments 
found by the grand jurv. The indictments are for 
“malicious mischief.” 


GREAT SEIZURE. The New Orleans Picayune of the 
10th states that Messrs. Jackson, Riddle & Co. of Phi- 
ladelphia have caused fourteen hundred hhds. of tobac- 
co and several thousand bales of cotton to be seized in 
New Orleans, which is supposed to belong to William 
Sidney Warwick of London. The seizure was mace 
on account of previous large indebtedness by the Jat- 
ter to the former house, which the latter has not dis- 
charged. 


Tosacco. The day on which congress adjourned, in 

the house of representatives, Mr. Jenison gave notice 

that, if by the first of January next, the duties,and restric- 

tions upon our tobacco in Europe were not, modified, he 

spoule ask leave to introduce a bill laying countervailing 
ultes, - 

New Orleans, July 13. Tobacco very dull. Prices 
have given way a trifle, holders being willing to realise, 
for all but good or fine descriptions at from 1-4 to 1-2 
cent lower rates. The stock is 14,070 bhds. 

Iiverpool, June 30. ‘The sales of tobacco during 
the month, reach 695 bhds. viz: 116 Virginia leaf and 
395 stemmed, 35 Kentucky leaf and 185 stemmed; of 
these 270 hhds. have been taken for Ireland, 77.tor ex- 
port, and the remainder, or 348 hhds, by. manufac- 
turers. ‘The market has been flat throughout the mouth, 
and prices are again lower, although our present 
stock is only 2,850 hhds. against 5,700 same time last 
year. 7 

Bremen, June 26. Durin 
supplies have arrived from North America, consisting 
mostly in handsome qualities. Although large sup- 
pies are shortly expected, and the purchasers expect (0 
buy soun at lower prices, yet the sales have been con- 
siderable, and consist of nearly 1,000 hhds. during last 
week at the following prices: Maryland common 
5 3-4, commoa brown 6 3-8, common and middliug 
brown 6 1-2 to6 3-4, brown and scrubs 7 1-4 to 9 1-4. 
Bay and Ohio tobacco are without demand, in conse- 
quence of the large stock on hand. Virginia and Ken- 
tucky common 5 to 6 groats; better 6 1-4 to 7; /spin- 
ning 8 to 10, and superior quality I4 to 13, 

Siems—Virginia without sales, as prices are held too 
high; common 3 to 3 1-4, middling 4 to 4 1-2, fine 
5 foore Kentucky 3 1-4 reds. Stems in bales 2 to2 1 4. 
reds. 


the last few weeks larze 


Urica, N. Y. Population of, as ascertained 12,674. 
WEsTCHESTER, Pa. Has now a population of 2,153. 
Weymoutu, Mass. has a population of 3,630. 

WeEsTERN RIVERS. The Ohio was so low at 


Wheeling on the 18th, that only the smallest class ol 
boats run trom thence down, and few attempted tv 


go up. 
Wear. Acargo of 2.700 bushels new from North 


Carolina sold on the 17th, at New York for $1 07. 
In Baltinsore parcels had gone off at $1 08a 09 for red, 


| and $1 15 for prime white. 


London. The general average prices of wheat for the 
week ending 20th June 67s. 4d. for the last six weeks, 
67s. 9d. Duty 18s. 8d. average fur the week ending 
the 3Vih 733. 11d. ' 

The quantity of wheat and flour received at:Cleave- 
land, Onio, from the Ist Sepiember 1539, to the Ist July 
1340, if we allow five bushels of wheat to each barre 





Sunsury, Pa. has a population of 1,100 at present. 


of flour, would amount to 3,411,661 bushels of wheat! 
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